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CHRISTMAS… GOD’S MIRACULOUS PROMISES!        Text: Matthew 2:1-12 Date: 12/22/2024 Service: AM

Have you been promised a “Gift” this year… maybe something you really wanted? Some people tell us what they are going to give us! 
God is a God of promises too… not just MADE promises but KEPT promises. 

In the Scriptures, God makes promises and throughout the ages HE has kept ALL of them! Christmas centers on God’s promises and the FACT that HE kept ALL of them! Maybe you haven’t thought about it… but CHRISTMAS IS FILLED WITH THE PROMISES OF GOD! 

In our OT God makes inspiring promises regarding Israel’s Messiah coming through Father Abraham and King David. We can say AMEN to these promises… GOD KEPT THEM ALL! God has also made promises regarding His Son and our Savior Jesus Christ! We can say AMEN to these promises too… GOD KEPT THEM ALL!

· First, The Determination of the Wise Men – 2:1-2 

· Secondly, The Desperation of Herod the King – 2:3-8 

· Thirdly, The Devotion of the Wise Men – 2:9-12 

The promises of the Abrahamic Covenant are seen in Genesis 12:1-3 (KJV) Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2  And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3  And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.  

The promises of the Davidic Covenant are seen in 2 Samuel 7:12-14 (KJV) And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men: 

Psalm 89:1-4 highlights King David’s connection to GOD’S PROMISES in a beautiful way! (KJV) I will sing of the mercies of the LORD forever: with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to all generations. 2 For I have said, Mercy shall be built up forever: thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens. 3 I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant, 4 Thy seed will I establish forever, and build up thy throne to all generations. Selah.  
  
Romans 4:16-17 offers this proof of our connection to JESUS by faith (KJV) Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, 17  (As it is written, I have made thee a father of many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as though they were.  
 
Christmas is the one time during the year that we focus our attention on God and His promises to ALL peoples and nations of the earth! 

Throughout the Scriptures, God’s promises have consistently been fulfilled, inspiring hope and confidence in His unwavering faithfulness! 

I. First, The Determination of the Wise Men – 2:1-2 
 
· Matthew 2:1-2 (KJV) Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 2  Saying, Where is HE that is born King of the Jews? For we have seen HIS star in the east, and are come to worship him.  
 
· 2:1 ~ FIRST, The Wise Men of the East  

· Matthew 2:1 (NKJV) Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 
 
· QUESTIONS: Who are these Wise Men/Magi in 2:1? Where are they from? How did they hear about this particular KING of the Jews? 

· “Wise men” ~ The original word here is “magi” from which comes our word magician, now used in a bad sense, but not so in the original. The persons here denoted were philosophers, priests, or astronomers. They dwelt chiefly in Persia and Arabia. They were the learned men of the eastern nations, devoted to astronomy, to religion, and to medicine. They were held in high esteem by the Persian court, were admitted as counsellors, and followed the camps in war, to give advice. [Barnes' Notes] 

· “From the east” ~ It is unknown whether they came from Persia or Arabia. Both countries might be denoted by the word east-that is, east from Judea. [Barnes' Notes] 

· Bob Utley summarizes their identity… They were sometimes referred to in Babylon literature as "Chaldeans" (cf. Dan. 2:2-13). The ones mentioned in this text were possibly Zoroastrians from Persia/Babylon/Iran, but they could have been Jewish exiles like Daniel or Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. It is unusual that Matthew, writing to Jews, included the story of the wise men (Gentiles) from the East while Luke, writing to Gentiles, included the story of the Jewish shepherds (outcast Jews). 

· They NO DOUBT represent the “Gentile” connection to God’s promises to Abraham in Genesis 12:3 (KJV) And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall ALL families of the earth be blessed. 

· SECONDLY, The Wisdom of the Wise Men  
 
· 2:2 ~ FIRST, THEIR WORDS – Where did their wisdom come from?  

· Matthew 2:2 (NKJV) saying, "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him."
 
· Evidently for some time (possibly centuries) they had heard prophecies circulating in the “east” among the “wise” announcing the birth of the “King of the Jews.”   

· As a result, they were compelled to seek out the TRUTH concerning this prophesied KING of the Jews!

· It’s amazing to me how God used His Word to move these ancient wise men to seek Jesus! The Bible is NOT just an entertaining story book! NO! It records God’s pursuit of sinners through His Son Jesus Christ!  

· 2:2 ~ SECONDLY, THEIR WORSHIP – they recognized the uniqueness of this KINGLY claim!

· They knew this King was worthy of worship! 
 
· THEY WERE DETERMINED TO FIND HIM AND BOW BEFORE HIM AS WORSHIPPERS!  

· First, The Determination of the Wise Men – 2:1-2
 
II. Secondly, The Desperation of Herod the King – 2:3-8 
  
· 2:3-4 ~ FIRST, THE SCENE… Notice Herod’s demeanor and his demand! At this point in history Herod had been king for some 34 years! (Entrenched and empowered)

· Matthew 2:3-4 (NKJV) When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.

· It’s ALL about HEROD… HE THINKS!  
 
· This is the exact OPPOSITE of the Wise Men!  
 
· Herod saw nothing divine here… “Kill Jesus and its’ over,” he calculated! 

· BUT not so fast, Mr. Roman appointee!!! This is bigger than you think! Herod has stared in the mirror too long! GOD IS AT WORK!

· Bob Utley again adds this insight regarding Herod… Herod the Great was a jealous, paranoid (Edomite) ruler installed by the Romans. He expanded the second Temple in order to appease the Jews who were upset over a non-Jew ruling over them. Impressive for a politician, but not with GOD!
 
· It may make it easier to remember these different Herods as they are presented in the New Testament by remembering that Herod the Great killed the children in Bethlehem! 
 
· Herod does everything humanly possible to get answers EXCEPT turn to GOD himself!

· Herod needs to hear from the Prophet Jeremiah 9:23-24 (KJV) Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD.  

· 2:5-6 ~ SECONDLY, THE SCRIPTURES 

· Matthew 2:5-6 (NKJV) So they said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet: 6  'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.' " 
 
· 2:7-8 ~ THIRDLY, THE SEARCH 

· Matthew 2:7-8 (NKJV) Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star appeared. 8 And he/Herod sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also."

· God even uses Herod the Great to point the Wise Men in the right direction! God saw the heart of Herod and the hearts of the Wise Men and HE acted accordingly!  

· The “star” was a guide to the Christ-child; it was not intended to be used to kill the Christ-child as Herod planned. Satan loves to pervert that which God gives us, for our good and help, into something that he can pervert to lead people to doing evil. That explains why some texts are perverted to justify evil. [John Butler]
 
· Herod said, “Search diligently” and send me word of His whereabouts so I can “worship” Him too! Really? 

· God honors the earnest search of the Wise Men. He sends a star… 2:2… “HIS STAR” A tweak here and a tweak there, and a star appears!  

· First, The Determination of the Wise Men – 2:1-2 
 
· Secondly, The Desperation of Herod the King – 2:3-8

 
III. Thirdly, The Devotion of the Wise Men – 2:9-12 
 
· 2:9 ~ FIRST, THEIR DEPARTURE (from Herod) 

· Matthew 2:9 (KJV) When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. (What an awesome scene!)

· This would have been an awesome sight to see, as these Wise Men of the East realized their dreams of seeing this KING they had long heard of, and NOW they FALL before HIM and worship! 
 
· God gives them LIGHT as they go… to “find” this KING! 2:9 says, “… came and stood over…”  

· Brothers and sisters, God knows what He is doing? Every detail of Jesus' birth possesses a divine fingerprint! Rejoice and praise the Lord! 
 
· Look closely at what the Scripture says… “Till it (HIS STAR) came and stood over where the young child was.” 
 
· KEY: As we follow the LIGHT HE gives, HE gives us more LIGHT!  

· The Magi didn’t just show up and stop in for a visit! You’re not here today by accident! God has opened a door of opportunity for you to walk through today! Seek Him while He may be found and He will show Himself to you and work in your life!

· 2:10 ~ SECONDLY, THEIR DELIGHT 
 
· Matthew 2:10 (KJV) When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy… they were thrilled with ecstatic joy.

· Check out these Synonyms for “ecstatic joy”… On cloud nine, over the moon, in seventh heaven, walking on air, jumping for joy, tickled pink, beside oneself with joy, floating on air, beside oneself with happiness, on top of the world!

· Isaiah 9:6 (AMP) For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father [of Eternity], Prince of Peace. 

· 2:11-12 ~ THIRDLY, THEIR DEVOTION 
 
· Their response? They worshipped the KING! 
 
· We see their devotion in Matthew 2:11-12 (KJV) And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped HIM: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way. 

· They took what they had heard, seen and experienced back to their own country! WE SHOULD DO THE SAME! 

· John Piper makes this clear! He writes, “Jesus is to be worshiped not just by Jews, but by all the nations of the world, as represented by the wise men from the east.”

· Vaughn Roberts explains, “Adam, the first man, failed in his role as the image of God and was evicted from the Garden. God made a new start with the Israelites, who were called to be His holy people, reflecting His character as they obeyed His Law. They too failed and were sent into exile. BUT, where Adam and Israel failed, JESUS SUCCEEDED!” GOD’S BIG PICTURE – pg.109 

· John Wesley reflected upon this truth and wrote… 
 
Died He for me, who caused His pain? 
For me, who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be 
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
—John Wesley’s Hymn And Can it Be?  

· Bishop JC Ryle ~ Last, but not least, the conduct of the wise men is a striking example of faith. They believed in Christ when they had never seen Him--but that was not all. They believed in Him when the Scribes and Pharisees were unbelieving--but that again was not all. They believed in Him when they saw Him a little infant on Mary's knee, and worshiped Him as a king. This was the crowning point of their faith. They saw no miracles to convince them. They heard no teaching to persuade them. They beheld no signs of divinity and greatness to overawe them. They saw nothing but a new-born infant, helpless and weak, and needing a mother's care like any one of us. And yet when they saw that infant, they believed that they saw the divine Savior of the world. "They fell down and worshiped Him."
· First, The Determination of the Wise Men – 2:1-2 

· Secondly, The Desperation of Herod the King – 2:3-8 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· Thirdly, The Devotion of the Wise Men – 2:9-12 
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