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THE LOVE OF GOD!
[bookmark: _GoBack]Text: John 3:16-17 Date: 12/29/24 Service: Sunday AM

When Cheryl and I were dating I told my roommates that I thought she was the one I was going to marry!

I didn’t go around telling every girl I dated that I loved her!

So when it finally came time for me to tell her, I meant what I said.

This morning I am here to tell you that God loves you and that He has proven His love for you through His Son Jesus Christ!

Martin Luther called John 3:16 the Bible in miniature.

John 3:16-17 is a sermon within itself!

John 3:16-17 captures the Gospel of God in two verses!
 
Our Scripture today is found in John 3:16-17 (KJV) For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved.

I. First, The Greatest Giver
II. Secondly, The Greatest Gift
III. Thirdly, The Greatest Guarantee
 
I. First, we see THE GREATEST GIVER.

· John 3:16 For GOD so loved the world, that HE gave HIS only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in HIM should not perish, but have everlasting life.
· The word of God says, For GOD so loved the world…
· What an amazing thought… God not only has the capacity to love everyone in the world, He actually loves everyone.
· It’s right here for all of us to see… God‘s Word is clear – “For GOD so loved the world…”
· We all need insight into the uniqueness of this love… because it is beyond our comprehension.
· 1 John 4:19 (KJV) We love HIM, because HE first loved us.
· Romans 5:8 But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
· John Piper gives us this insight into Romans 5:8 ~ “Do you notice anything unusual in the tense of the verbs? Let’s read it again, "Christ died for us." That's past tense! That's history. That’s fixed, objective, unchanging truth! 

· How natural it would have been, then, for Paul to write: In this historical act, God "demonstrated His own love toward us."

· But that is not what he wrote. He wrote, "God demonstrates His own love toward us." Present tense… ongoing action. 

· God demonstrates His love today! He commends His love today through the past, historical, objective fact of the death of his Son for us.” 

· He’s loves us as we gather in this sanctuary today! RIGHT NOW!

· Later in Romans, Paul highlights the depth of God’s love: Romans 8:38-39 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
· This is going to shock you! Pastor Mike is not always a loveable fuzz ball! But, neither are you! YET CHERYL LOVES ME IN SPITE OF ME! 
· God knows us better than we know ourselves and yet HE loves us! 
· Jerry Bridges points out, “Theologians refer to our persistent bent to evil as original sin, an internal drive rooted in the perversity of the fallen human nature. Paul called it the sinful nature.”
· One writer describes this kind of love, “God’s love is the only unconditional, nonreciprocal, and freeing, other-centered love there is. Essentially, it’s a supernatural love.”
· Paul says, “… in that while we were yet sinners…”
· First, we see THE GREATEST GIVER

II. Secondly, we see THE GREATEST GIFT.
· The Bible is not empty chatter! It’s a TRUE LOVE STORY! 
· John 3:16 says, For God so loved the world that HE gave HIS only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
· We see this highlighted in the words… that HE GAVE…!
· God did more than send His Son; He GAVE Him up for us!
· Galatians 2:20 … who loved me, and gave Himself (up) for me. 
· Ephesians 5:2 … Christ also has loved us, and has given Himself (up) for us! 
· John 3:16 is not just words describing what God would like to do! John 3:16 tells us what the Father has done so that we can be reconciled to HIM!
· KEY VERSE! Ephesians 2:4 BUT GOD, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace you are saved;) 
· Imagine that! JESUS CHRIST DIED FOR ME? FOR YOU? 
· You might be thinking, as sinful and wretched as I am, HE loved me? With my past? My failures? My sins? 
· As PROOF of His love… GOD GAVE…!
· Jesus was the Father’s full and complete public expression of His love for sinners… YOU AND ME!!!
· Isaiah wrote, All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on HIM the iniquity of us all.
· I like what Jerry Bridges explains this, “Many people erroneously think that God can just forgive us our sins because He is a loving God. Nothing could be further from the truth. The cross speaks to us not only about our sin but about God’s holiness.” 
· 1 Peter 2:24 (KJV) Who HIS own self bare our sins in HIS own body on the tree that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes you were healed.  
· STORY… A minister was talking to a married couple who were having marital difficulties. 
· The couple was shackled by mutual bitterness and a lack of understanding. 
· At one point in the meeting, the husband spoke up with obvious frustration, ‘I’ve given you everything’, he said to his wife. ‘I’ve given you a new home. I’ve given you a new car. I’ve given you . . .’ and the list went on and on! 
· When the husband had finished speaking, his wife responded in a very quiet tone, ‘That much is true—you have given me everything . . . except yourself.’
· 1 Peter 3:18 (KJV) For Christ also has once suffered for sins, the JUST for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but made alive by the Spirit:
· First, we see THE GREATEST GIVER
· Secondly, we see THE GREATEST GIFT

III. Lastly, we see THE GREATEST GUARANTEE.

· John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that HE gave HIS only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
· Now that’s GOOD NEWS! IT’S A PROMISE!
· God pours out His compassion on us, cleansing us from all of our sins, without condemning us!
· John 3:17 For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through Him might be saved. 
· You should be aware that this is not the first time in John’s Gospel that he mentions believing.

· FOR EXAMPLE, listen to John 1:11-13 He (Jesus) came unto His own, and His own received him not. 12 But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name: 13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
· SO THEN, Even in His own land and among His own people, He was not accepted… BUT REJECTED! 12 BUT to all who believed Him and accepted Him, He gave the right to become children of God. 13 They are reborn! This is not a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan—this rebirth comes from God. 
· John 5:24 Truly, truly, I say unto you, He that heareth My word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life. 
· John 11:25-26 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 26 And whosoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Believest thou this?
· Pastor Mike – What does this mean?” I’m glad you asked!

· Dear friend, If you are going to experience the forgiveness of sins and eternal life, you must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. REPENT OF YOUR SINS, AND BY FAITH TRUST IN CHRIST FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF YOUR SINS! 

· You must TRUST JESUS CHRIST, AND HIM ALONE for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life!

· Acts 16:30-31 The Philippian jailer asked Paul and Silas, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved, and your house.
· George Matheson was a 19th century Scottish pastor (1842-1906). He was born with an eye defect that left him totally blind by age 17.

Shortly after this, his fiancée left him, deciding she would not be content to be married to a blind preacher. 

Years later, at age 40, Matheson was alone on the night of his sister’s wedding. Something happened, perhaps the memory of being rejected by his own fiancée years before. 

Suddenly, these words came to him as if dictated by some inner voice. 

He was done in five minutes and he never had to edit or correct it (from Kenneth Osbeck, Amazing Grace [Kregel], p. 49)

The first verse is:

Love that would not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in thee.
I give thee back the life I owe
	That in Thine ocean-depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.

The third verse reflects Matheson’s experience of God’s love through suffering:

Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow thro’ the rain,
And feel the promise is not vain
That morn shall tearless be.

· In his blindness and loneliness, perhaps feeling forsaken by the love of a woman, Matheson sought and found comfort in the unchanging love of God (this story is also in, John MacArthur, The Love of God [Word], p. 151).

· Right now, there in your seat, you can have personal forgiveness and peace with God through His Son, Jesus Christ. 

· ASK HIM! INVITE HIM INTO YOUR LIFE RIGHT NOW! 

· First, we see THE GREATEST GIVER

· Secondly, we see THE GREATEST GIFT
· Lastly, we see THE GREATEST GUARANTEE
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