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ISAIAH 7:14 ~ A MESSAGE FOR TODAY!                                                Text: Isaiah 7:14 Date: 12/8/2024 Sunday AM 
Matthew Henry ~ Recalling the scheme at which Rezin/Syria and Pekah/Israel had been so busy, arranging everything so cleverly, and making so sure of a speedy and triumphant success, Jehovah, sovereign Ruler and Judge, looks from above upon it all, and says of it, "It shall not stand, neither shall it be." "The plan shall not even take practical shape; much less would it achieve a permanent success." "They should neither of them, Syria nor Israel, enlarge their dominions nor push their conquests any further; they shall be made to know their own; their bounds are fixed, and they shall not pass them." 
Man can plan, purpose, and propose; but there he must stop until he can gain Divine permission to carry out his plans. Who has ever resisted God and prospered?

I. FIRST, we see The Scheme – 7:1-2
· Isaiah 7:1 (KJV) And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah/SK, that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel/NK, went up toward Jerusalem to war against it, BUT could not prevail against it. 

· Isaiah 7:2 ~ “And his/Ahaz’s heart was moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind.” 

· They were [Overwhelmed with panic-filled fear] [Ahaz and the people of Judah are terrified of what is coming their way!] This was a conspiracy against God and the House of Judah [Davidic Covenant]! It was satanically motivated to destroy the Davidic promise and the House of David.  

· KEY POINT! The Lord shows us the wickedness and sinfulness of man BEFORE He shows us the magnitude of His grace and mercy through His virgin born son Jesus Christ!

· John MacArthur said “Men and nations seem to go in the same endless cycles of repetition from glory to destruction. Their beginnings are usually bright and hopeful and filled with promise. And somewhere along the line, they fall into sinfulness and end in destruction. That’s the story of man in Eden, and that’s the story of every man and every nation since.”

· KEY: God is NOT mentioned… Ahaz does his own thing… that which is right in his own eyes. “I can do this on my own!”

· HOW MANY TIMES DO WE DO THE SAME THING? We operate outside of the Lordship of Christ! We do our own thing far too often!   

· AHAZ FORGETS! Proverbs 21:1 (NKJV) The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, Like the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes. 

· Shamefully, King Ahaz of “the house of David” relied upon the arm of the flesh. Amazingly enough King Ahaz seeks out the assistance of the Assyrians to fight his battles and to save him. Even though God clearly communicates with him, Ahaz trusts his alliance with the enemies of God.

· Ray Stedman summarizes the situation, “King Ahaz resorts to expediency. He gathered all the temple vessels of gold and silver and sent them far away to the north, to the king of Assyria, the superpower of that day, and hired him by this means to come against these two kings and thus deliver Jerusalem from the threat they represented.” “Ancient power politics” [Ray Stedman]

· Isaiah 7:2 (KJV) And it was told the house of David, saying, Syria is confederate with Israel/Ephraim. And his heart was moved, and the heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind. 

· Proverbs 29:25 (KJV) The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso puts his trust in the LORD shall be safe. 

· Here’s a “WHAT IF” moment… You would think that King Ahaz would submit to the Lord at this point. But he doesn’t! He pursues his own agenda appearing to ignore God. He’s of the House of David, but he acts and behaves as if it was the “house of Ahaz.”

· LOOK AT THE END OF ISAIAH 7:1 (KJV) And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up toward Jerusalem to war against it, BUT could not prevail against it. 

· Sadly, King Ahaz transforms himself into Mr. Fix-it acting out of fear! 

· TRUTH: If you act in fear, you will always lose. Fear blinds us to the person and power of God! Living in fear undermines the Lordship of Christ in our lives! When you legitimize fear you make it your master!

· Psalm 20:7 Some trust in chariots and others in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.

· First, we see The Scheme – 7:1-2 
II. SECONDLY, we see The Sin – 7:3-9
· GOD intervenes in the affairs of men… that’s a fact! Isaiah the Prophet becomes God’s messenger boy! We need not fear the darkness; God is a God of light!   

· NOTICE IT… Isaiah 7:3-6 (KJV) Then said the LORD unto Isaiah, Go forth now to meet Ahaz, you, and Shear-jashub your son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller's field; 4 And say unto him, Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be fainthearted for the two tails of these smoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and of the son of Remaliah. 5 Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil counsel against you, saying, 6 Let us go up against Judah, and vex it, and let us make a breach therein for us, and set a king in the midst of it, even the son of Tabeal: 

· Rezin/Syria and Pekah/Israel say, We are going to usurp God’s place/power among the nations… specifically… let’s overthrow the House of David! [II Samuel 7 Davidic Covenant]

· Isaiah AND his son/ Shear-jashub go to meet Ahaz! 

· 7:4 ~ Isaiah tells Ahaz, Be strong and still! Take heed and be quiet! firebrands… only smoke… with no power or influence… they are burned out stumps!!! 

· These “firebrands” (The kings of Israel and Syria) commit evil against the Lord, Judah and plan to set up a puppet kingdom over “the House of David.” [Man centered thinking!] 

· BUT! God announces His judgment! 

· Uniquely…  Isaiah’s son [Shear-jashub] doesn’t speak a word, yet he represents God’s promise to God’s remnant. [The preservation of the seed of David and the fulfillment of the Davidic Covenant!]

· The Lord reveals His plans… HIS WORD SHALL STAND!

· THIS IS A SURE WORD FROM THE LORD GOD! Isaiah 7:7-9 (KJV) Thus saith the Lord GOD, It shall not stand, and neither shall it come to pass. 8 For the head of Syria is Damascus and the head of Damascus is Rezin; and within 65 years shall Ephraim/Israel be broken, that it be not a people. 9 And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah's son. If you will not believe, surely you shall not be established. [Blown away… to and fro]
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· Psalm 118:8 (KJV) It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.

· First, we see The Scheme – 7:1-2

· Secondly, we see The Sin – 7:3-9

III. THIRDLY, we see The Sign – 7:10-16  
· Call on Me… Cry out to ME… TRUST ME!

· 7:10-11 ~ FIRST, The LORD’S Request ~ “AGAIN” 

· Isaiah 7:10 (ESV) Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz… The Lord is gracious and merciful to all that call upon Him!  

· What a beautiful word “AGAIN”! It’s GRACE and MERCY extended as an olive branch to a rebellious king. God is rich in both mercy and grace.  

· Isaiah 7:11 (AMP) Isaiah said to Ahaz… Ask for yourself a sign (a token or proof) of the Lord your God [one that will convince you that God has spoken and will keep His word]; ask it either in the depth below or in the height above [let it be as deep as Sheol or as high as heaven]. 

· 7:11 ~ God says, Ask of ME a sign… ask anything you want! ASK WHAT YOU WILL! ASK ANYTHING BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH! 

· James, the half-brother of Jesus said, You have not because you ask not!

· 7:12 ~ SECONDLY, Ahaz’s Rejection – Isaiah 7:12 (NKJV) BUT Ahaz said, "I will not ask, nor will I test the LORD!"

· 7:12 ~ “BUT” Ahaz rejects… resists... the counsel and gracious offer of God… Knowing in his heart that he was trusting man [Assyrians] to deliver him out of his problems.

· Ahaz says, “I’ll bring in an army!” God says, “I’ll bring in a child!” (Brian Bell)

· 7:13 ~ THIRDLY, Notice Isaiah’s response to Ahaz’s hypocrisy! 

· 7:13 (NKJV) Then Isaiah said, "Hear now, O house of David! Is it a small thing for you to weary men, but will you weary my God also?

· 7:13 ~ “You weary me and now you want to weary my GOD as well!” How long shall we waver between two opinions?  

· AHAZ FEARED MAN MORE THAN HE FEARED GOD! NOT GOOD!

· Isaiah 7:14-16 (KJV) Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel [GOD WITH US! A SAVIOR!]. 15 Butter and honey [food of poverty] shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good. 16 For before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and choose the good, the land that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings. 

· The fuse of the Lord’s prophetic voice was lit way back in Genesis 3:15 (NASB) God said, And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; HE shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise Him on the heel." 

· John MacArthur explains, “In the midst of the curse passage, a message of hope shone forth—the woman’s offspring called ‘HE’ is Christ, who will one day defeat the Serpent.”

· Isaiah 7:14 (KJV) Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel.

· AGAIN, Ahaz refused to listen to the voice of God! Incredibly enough God did not withdraw His promise due to Ahaz’s unfaithfulness and unbelief! 

· God was faithful to the remnant of those people in the nation of Judah who were faithful to Him, and He said: 'I'm going to send this child, I'm going to send this baby - whether Ahaz fails me or not - and this child will be born, a virgin will conceive, and His name will be called Immanuel.’

· Psalm 89:33 (NASB) God said, "But I will not break off My lovingkindness from him, nor deal falsely in My faithfulness.”  
· So in the midst of all of the trials and tribulations Judah faced, even though their king betrayed them, even though King Ahaz buckled under the pressure of kings and politicians, God remained faithful to His people and His promise of a Savior!  

· Luke 1:35 (KJV) And the angel answered and said unto Mary, The Holy Ghost shall come upon you, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow you: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of you shall be called the Son of God.

· The sign of Isaiah 7:14 was ultimately and finally fulfilled in Matthew 1:22-23 (KJV) Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

· Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a Virgin's womb;
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail th' incarnate Deity.

· First, we see The Scheme – 7:1-2

· Secondly, we see The Sin – 7:3-9

· Thirdly, we see The Sign– 7:10-16  
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