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GOD, GOVERNMENT AND THE GOSPEL                                                   Scripture: Romans 13:1-7 Date: 9/22/24 Sunday AM
Romans 12 teaches us how we should treat each other as believers AND how we should treat unbelievers as well. These last few chapters of Romans are very practical. They teach us how we as believers should live our lives knowing that one day we will give an account for how we lived as God’s people. Therefore, it is very important that we understand what the Lord expects from us as His children regarding our government. It is also important because according to our Lord Jesus we are to “let our light so shine that men may see our good works and glorify our Father which is in heaven.” Being light in a dark, fallen world is our grand privilege as God’s people. Living out the “Good News” of the Gospel is crucial if we are to make a difference for Christ. How we respond to our government and to our laws takes on new meaning when we know and understand what God’s Word says about them!
Providentially God’s people have always had to deal with pagan governments! We could start with Jesus! Jesus certainly had to deal with pagan authorities… both religious and civil! What about Daniel, Esther, and Nehemiah? We could also mention Peter, Paul and the rest of the apostles. What about the Twelve, Jesus’ first disciples? None of these that we have mentioned had it easy in relation to the powers that ruled over them! And yet they provide for us powerful examples of how God’s people made a difference in spite of governing authorities and oppressive laws! 

St. Augustine said, “the church won the Roman world not by fighting but by suffering and in their suffering proving that there was a higher law and a greater loyalty and a much more wonderful love than anything known in the Roman world.”
In Romans 13:1-7 Paul teaches his brothers and sisters in Rome about respecting government and obeying the laws of the land. 
These verses answer this question… How does the Gospel shape our thinking in relation to our government and its’ function?



I. First, Paul’s Challenging Instructions – 13:1-2
· Romans 13:1-2 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 2 Whosoever therefore that resists the power resists the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation/judgment. God is sovereign over ALL… family, government and church! 


· Paul says ALL human government anywhere/everywhere in the world covering all periods of time and places.As Christians we always submit FIRST to God!


· Paul says ALL forms/types of government come from the hand of God. Paul is NOT affirming one form of government over another! Government was instituted by the hand of God! (Paul’s statement is very broad.)Our US Supreme Court opens each session with the verbal declaration, "God save the United States of America."


· Paul is as broad in his wording as is David the Psalmist  in Psalm 75:6-7 King David writes, For not from the east or from the west and not from the wilderness comes lifting up, 7 but it is God who executes judgment, putting down one and lifting up another

· 13:1 ~ FIRST, Paul tells us to be “subject” to the “higher powers” He has ordained! [Government]

· Romans 13:1 (KJV) Let every soul be subject/submit unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. Jesus said to Pilate in John 19:11 Thou couldest have no power at all against Me, except it were given thee from above…


· “Submit” ~ As believers, we “submit to the higher powers” trusting that God will honor our obedience for His purposes. 

· “Submit” is a familiar word, used over fifty times in the New Testament. It means to voluntarily follow the direction of those in authority over you. Submission is not the same as obedience, though the two are related. Obedience relates to outward performance while submission touches the attitude of the heart toward those who are over you. This distinction is critical because you may not always be able to obey those who are over you, but you can always have a heart attitude of submission. [Dr. Ray Pritchard]

· KEY: This is not BLIND subjection or submission! 

· The comforting reality is that GOD IS SOVEREIGN, even working amidst evil, profane, totalitarian regimes.  

· Titus 3:1 adds this perspective, Put them in mind/remind the people to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work. [Be willing to lend a helping hand.] [As believers we should be known as law abiding citizens. We should be the best citizens in Pitt County and in our nation.]
 
· 13:2 ~ “Resists” the “higher powers” = government

· Romans 13:2 (ESV) Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. [Here’s a warning from Paul!]
· 13:2 ~ In other words, breaking the law has consequences even for the most spiritual among us! Do you remember the rock song, “I Fought the Law and the Law Won”? Sometimes we learn this the hard way!

· Then again, there are occasions where we may have to stand up to our governing authorities! Men/Women are fallen creatures!

· When the laws of the state do not contradict the laws of God, then the state is to be obeyed without question. However, when obeying the law of the state forces you to violate the clear teachings of God, then God is to be obey, regardless of what the state says. [Pastor Alan Carr]

· Can you think of some things that as Christians we must stand against? I can! 

· Ray Pritchard reminds us, “We’ve largely forgotten how wicked and pagan ancient Rome really was. Abortion flourished, homosexuality was accepted as normal, and the masses worshipped Caesar as Lord. Sorcery and black magic abounded. No government in America has ever been as pagan as the government of ancient Rome.”The great theologian Augustine said that government is a necessary evil, that it is necessary because of evil.


· REMINDER: It was in the midst of these days (Under Roman Rule) of moral decay and intense persecution that God formed His church and sent the Gospel to the nations.

· First, Paul’s Challenging Instructions – 13:1-2






II. Secondly, Paul’s Challenging Observations – 13:3-5
· Romans 13:3-5 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of the power? Do that which is good and thou shalt have praise of the same: 4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger/avenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. 5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake.Paul spells out the ROLE of governing powers!
Simply stated, Paul says that government protects the righteous and punishes the wicked!


· Let’s highlight a FEW words here. Each word teaches us something about the ROLE of our governing authorities!

· 13:3 ~ FIRST, “Rulers” = Governing authorities rule over “good” people AND “bad” people.
The “alleged” killer but NOT the “alleged” victims! 

· 13:3 ~ SECONDLY, “terror” = is translated “fear” 41 times in the NT. [How many of us tap our breaks when we pass a HWY Patrol car?]

· 13:3 ~ “Rulers” are responsible to bring “terror” to the evil!

· 13:4 ~ THIRDLY, “Minister of God” = The “minister of God” that bears the “sword.”  

· Government also serves the “good” and the “bad.”

· 13:4 ~ “the sword” = used in warfare and capital punishment… the Apostle Paul experienced the edge of the Roman sword! Genesis 9:6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed…


· 13:4-5 ~ “Revenger/avenger” = Literally means “a punisher” “one who carries out justice.” This is where judgment/punishment comes in! This is where we see the strong arm of the law!
· This is strong language for sure… but we need strong law enforcement to be a deterrent to those who are bent on breaking the law.Paul uses words like “terror” “the sword” “wrath” in describing the government’s carrying out of justice! 


· It bothers me (and probably you as well) when I see people get light sentences or no sentence for serious crimes! [OR, be released with minimal bond by authorities who refuse to administer justice on behalf of victims!]   

· As our “Revenger” governing authorities have the power of life and death! 

· If we follow the laws of the land we should not taste the justice of man administered by our judicial system! 

· 13:5 ~ “for conscience sake” = By faith we believe that ULTIMATELY God works out His will by using human government OR in spite of human government!

· Peter affirms both Jesus and Paul’s teachings in 1 Peter 2:13-14 Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; 14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by Him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. 

· First, Paul’s Challenging Instructions – 13:1-2

· Secondly, Paul’s Challenging Observations  – 13:3-5

III. Thirdly, Paul’s Challenging Expectations – 13:6-7 
· Romans 13:6-7 For this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing. 7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor. 

· What is Paul telling us to do? What does God expect from us as godly citizens? For this same reason you pay taxes, for [the civil authorities] are official servants under God, devoting themselves to attending to this very service. 7 Render to all men their dues. [Pay] taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, and honor to whom honor is due. As Christians we are responsible to our government and accountable to our God! There is a balance!


· According to Paul’s teachings, God has FOUR EXPECTATIONS OF US RELATED TO GOVERNMENT: Tribute, Revenue, Respect, and Honor.

· 13:6 ~ FIRST OFF ~ GOD says, “Pay ye tribute” = taxes! 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]13:7 ~ “Render to all their dues…” = this applies to other government authorized fees as well.

· Romans 13:7 (NLT) Give to everyone what you owe them: Pay your taxes and government fees to those who collect them, and give respect and honor to those who are in authority.

· 1 Peter 2:17 is very interesting! It says, Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. [FYI Peter died under Emperor Nero in 64AD]

· Jesus taught this truth! Jesus Himself paid taxes.

· Apparently, even divine pregnancies don’t exempt you from tax season – Joseph and Mary stopped by Bethlehem to settle up with Nero!

· CONCLUSION… We can say that “paying taxes” is Biblical! 
· Paul and Peter taught these truths as well.

· Ray Stedman tells how as a young man he found himself frustrated because he paid so much in taxes to a government that in his opinion wasted most of the money. So one year he wrote a check to the “Infernal Revenue Service.” It made him feel better, until they cashed the check. Then he changed it to the “Eternal Revenue Service” but they still took his money. Finally, he said “I repented of all my sins and now hope to pay my taxes cheerfully.” Most of us may never get that far. It’s hard to be cheerful about sending that much money to Washington. But at least we can have the satisfaction of knowing that when we pay our taxes, we’re doing exactly what Jesus and Paul told us to do.[RayStedman.org]

· Here’s a true blessing for each of us as Christians. We possess DUAL CITIZENSHIP… on earth and in heaven! Phil. 3:20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.


· In Acts 5:29 when the first church was pressed by religious authorities responded, Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.

· First, Paul’s Challenging Instructions – 13:1-2

· Secondly, Paul’s Challenging Observations  – 13:3-5

· Thirdly, Paul’s Challenging Expectations – 13:6-7 
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