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“JESUS IS CALLING!”                                                      Text: Matthew 11:20-30 Date: 9/15/24 Sunday AM
Jesus ministry was a public ministry! Jesus did not do ministry in secret! He preached and taught in public! He performed His miracles in public. Jesus used His miracles to authenticate His identity as Israel’s Messiah. It seems that the more miracles Jesus performed the more the public demanded more miracles. I am sure you remember hearing these words… “Give us a sign from heaven!” Matthew 10-12 could be labeled the chapters of Israel’s rejection. It’s clear that Israel’s rejection of Jesus was marked by His comments that revealed their true heart condition! I think it is interesting that Scripture gives us insight into the thinking of those to whom Jesus ministered. Their rejection of Him as their Messiah is also part of the public record. The Word of God lets us see and hear what happens as Jesus deals with Israel’s cold denunciation and rejection!
Matthew 11:1 (KJV) And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding His twelve disciples, He departed thence to teach and to preach in their cities. 

I. FIRST, we see Jesus Preaching – 11:20-24 

· Matthew 11:20-24 Then began He/Jesus to upbraid the cities wherein most of His mighty works were done, because they repented not: 21 Woe unto thee, Chorazin! Woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I say unto you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the Day of Judgment, than for you. 23 And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the Day of Judgment, than for thee.

· 11:20 ~ FIRST, The Rebuke of Jesus

· 11:20 ~ “Upbraiding” is a justifiable denunciation of those who have hardened themselves in sin.  

· 11:20, 21, 23 ~ “Mighty works” They had His words AND His works AND yet they refused to repent! 

· Jesus’ indictment here is substantial! Why so? Because it is based upon what they had seen with their own eyes, and heard with their own ears! 

· Matthew 11:15 (KJV) He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

· LESSON? God takes sin and the rejection of Jesus seriously! 

· 11:21-23 ~ SECONDLY, The Responsibility of the Jews [Rejection]

· 11:21 ~ “Woe” – 2 times in succession… amounts to a curse! 

· 11:21 ~ “Sackcloth and ashes” = “mourning” 

· The meaning is that they would have repented with expressions of deep sorrow. Barnes' Notes on the New Testament.
· 11:23 ~ “Capernaum” = Was Jesus’ residence & ministry headquarters! 

· John MacArthur’s word regarding Capernaum is insightful, “There is no record that the people of Capernaum ever mocked or ridiculed Jesus, ran Him out of town, or threatened His life. Yet the sin of that city was indifference to Christ, and was worse than Sodom’s gross wickedness.” 

· POINT: Jesus makes it crystal clear that they were responsible for what they saw and heard and that they would be judged accordingly. 

· 11:24 ~ THIRDLY, The Reality of Judgment

· Matthew 11:24 (KJV) But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the Day of Judgment, than for you.

· 11:24 ~ Is a Sobering Reality from the lips of Jesus! WHY? Because Judgment Day is coming!  

· Hebrews 9:27 emphasizes this reality, And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment.

· Don Carson says, "Punishment on the Day of Judgment takes into account opportunity." 

· POINT: Rejecting Jesus has eternal consequences!

· First, we see Jesus Preaching – 11:20-24 



II. Secondly, we see Jesus Praying – 11:25-27

· 11:25 ~ FIRST, Jesus Thanking His Father – “Father” 5 times

· Matthew 11:25 (KJV) At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. 

· This speaks of God’s Sovereignty and Mercy!

· CREATION… REVELATION… SALVATION are referenced. 

· 11:25 ~ “The wise and prudent (sarcasm)” These are the self-sufficient… the self-righteous… they had no need for Jesus! They refused revelation from the Father!

· J.C. Ryle describes these people, “Let us watch against PRIDE in every shape. Nothing is so likely to keep a man out of heaven, and prevent him seeing Christ, as pride. So long as we think we are something, we shall never be saved. Let us pray for and cultivate humility.”

· 11:25 ~ “Babes” refers to spiritual babes receiving revelation/light from the Father. 

· 11:25 ~ In addition… “Babes” – “Spiritually, babes are those who humbly confess their own nothingness, their emptiness and helplessness…” William Hendriksen

· Isaiah 57:15 presses this truth, For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.
· Ezekiel 33:11 gives us this insight into the heart of God, Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?

· 11:26-27 ~ SECONDLY, Jesus Praising His Father  

· Matthew 11:26-27 (KJV) Even so, Father: for so it seemed good in Your sight. 27 All things are delivered to Me by My Father: and no one knows the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him.

· Do you see Jesus’ intimacy with His Father?  

· Luke’s parallel passage adds two very interesting verses to the context, Luke 10:23-24 And He turned him unto His disciples, and said privately, Blessed are the eyes which see the things that you see: 24 For I tell you, that many prophets and kings have desired to see those things which you see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things which you hear, and have not heard them.

· POINT: Knowing God is only possible through His Son Jesus Christ! 

· First, we see Jesus Preaching – 11:20-24 

· Secondly, we see Jesus Praying – 11:25-27




III. THIRDLY, we see Jesus Pleading – 11:28-30 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]11:28 ~ FIRST, YES, Jesus pleads with them! “COME unto ME!”

· Matthew 11:28 (KJV) Come unto Me, all of you that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.

· QUESTION: What is happening here?

· ANSWER: Jesus is inviting/calling you/pleading with you to COME to HIM!

· Jesus is telling us to let Him love us like we have never been loved before or after! 

· He’s saying, “I’ve loved you all along. I’ve already proven My love for you at the cross. I gave My life for yours! Come to Me!” 

· Jesus is saying… Forget religion and begin a growing relationship with Me is what Jesus is calling for!!! 

· 11:28 ~ “ALL” are invited, including you and me! 

· 11:29 ~ SECONDLY, TAKE MY yoke!

· Matthew 11:29 (NKJV) Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

· 11:29 ~ “Take” = become a disciple!

· Jesus exhorts them to surrender/submit to Him/to receive Him and to enter into a deep relational experience with Him!
· You might be thinking, “I never get invited anywhere!” 

· Here’s your personal invitation from Jesus Himself to you!  

· 11:29 ~ THIRDLY, LEARN of ME!

· Matthew 11:29 (NKJV) … and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

· Pastor Alan Carr writes, (Notice the word "learn.” This is the same word from which we get the word Disciple. What Jesus is asking us to do is to surrender to Him and become His Disciple. How is that accomplished? (The price is high, but the dividends are out of this world!)

· Disciples are learners; and learners grow in their relationship with their Lord!

· HERE JESUS RAISES THE STAKES… Listen to Matthew 16:24 Then said Jesus unto His disciples, If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.

· 11:29C-30 ~ FOURTHLY, REST unto your souls! 

· Matthew 11:29C-30 (KJV) … and you shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light.

· Jesus says, For My yoke is easy to bear, and the burden I give you is light.”

· This refers to the deepest and most satisfying rest anyone can experience this side of heaven! 

· TRUTH: Jesus is saying, Come… surrender to Me and you will possess a rest like none other… likr you have never experienced before!

· Robert S. Rayburn explains, “This is not the rest of inactivity or idleness, but of refreshment in life and work.”

· Jesus makes them a promise concerning something they had not previously possessed… a lasting peace and fulfilling trust! ONLY JESUS OFFERS THIS!!!

· Jeremiah 6:16 presents the same truth, Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein.

· Pastor Gil Rugh summarizes Jesus’ words, “Jesus has come full circle. He started out with condemnation and concluded with an invitation to come to Him.” 

· “Come to Me” is that invitation your heart is longing for! 

· 2 Corinthians 6:2 (NKJV) Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 

· First, we see Jesus Preaching – 11:20-24 

· Secondly, we see Jesus Praying – 11:25-27

· Thirdly, we see Jesus Pleading – 11:28-30
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