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The TRUTH about LOVE!  
Text: Matthew 22:34-40 Date: 8-4-24 Sunday AM

Matthew 22:34-40 But when the Pharisees had heard that He had put the Sadducees to silence/muzzled, they were gathered together. 35 Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked Him a question, tempting Him, and saying, 36 Master, which is the great commandment in the Law? 37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 AND the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
This is an important passage of Scripture.  Some people live a lifetime looking for love. Tragically, they never find what they consider to be true love. Also, most of us struggle to know how to express love!

Others experience true love and then for their own selfish reasons – they destroy it!

Despite the challenges, many people find true love and enjoy it for a lifetime! Which are a godly and a beautiful thing!

This brings me to the heart/the core of what I want to share with you today. Here in Matthew 22 Jesus addresses the issue of LOVE.

Interestingly enough Jesus didn’t bring this up – the Pharisees did!

QUESTION: WHY do we do what we do as Christians?

Having an answer for “WHY” clarifies and solidifies our love for JESUS and for each other!

The “WHY” of loving God and loving others is at the heart of EVERYTHING we do as disciples of Jesus Christ.

POINT: Knowing your motivation and understanding it will transform your spiritual life.

Our Lord’s ministry lasted approximately three years or 1,100 days! (1,095) JESUS LOVED PEOPLE… WE SHOULD DO THE SAME!


I. First, Notice THE ATTACKS ON JESUS – Matthew 21-22

· Yes, I said attacks on Jesus. Looking through chapters 21-22 we see Jesus in conflict with His adversaries… It doesn’t take long to see what’s happening here.

· Jesus is teaching in parables and He is subtly presenting Himself to them again as their Messiah.

· Let’s read Matthew 21:28-32, But what think ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work today in my vineyard. 29 He answered and said I will not: but afterward he repented, and went. 30 And he came to the second, and said likewise. And he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not. 31 Whether of them twain did the will of his father? They say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came unto you in the way of righteousness, and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe him. 
· Notice their conclusion in Matthew 21:45-46 And when the chief priests and Pharisees had heard His parables, they perceived that He spake of them. 46 But when they sought to lay hands on Him, they feared the multitude, because they took Him for a prophet. 

· Using parables, Jesus allowed darkness to fall upon those that rejected HIM!

· These are possibly the LAST conversations Jesus had with these particular religious adversaries! That’s a scary thought!

· First, Notice THE ATTACKS ON JESUS – 21-22


II. Secondly, notice THE ATTITUDES OF THE RELIGIOUS – 22:34-36 

· Matthew 22:34-36 (KJV) But when the Pharisees had heard that He had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together. 35 Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked Him a question, tempting Him, and saying, 36 Master, which is the great commandment in the Law? 

· In chapter 22 the Pharisees, Herodians and the Sadducees all had their own interests at stake when they quizzed Jesus.

· They were always probing, plotting and pushing Jesus so as to catch Him in a lie! [Storyline]

· It’s similar to what we see in Psalm 2:2 (KJV) The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against His anointed.

· Matthew 22:15 Then went the Pharisees, and took counsel how they might entangle Him in His talk. 
Matthew 22:18 But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, Why tempt you Me, you hypocrites? 
Matthew 22:18 NASB ~ But Jesus perceived their malice… 
Matthew 22:22 When they had heard these words, they marveled, and left Him, and went their way. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew 22:29 Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God. 

Matthew 22:33-34 And when the multitude heard this, they were astonished at His doctrine. 34 But when the Pharisees had heard that He had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together.  
Matthew 22:35-36 Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked Him a question, tempting Him, and saying, 36 Master, which is the great commandment in the Law? 
· His attitude revealed his true heart condition before God and before Jesus Himself! [SO DOES OURS!]
· First, notice THE ATTACKS ON JESUS – 21-22
· Secondly, notice THE ATTITUDES OF THE RELIGIOUS – 22:34-36 




III. Thirdly, notice THE ANSWER FROM JESUS – 22:37-40

· Matthew 22:37-40 (KJV) Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.

· Religious people [like this Pharisee & others] struggle with their merit based religious framework. 

· HOW SO? Religious people are always jockeying for status and position. 

· Extracting one’s self out of religion is tough. It requires the grace and mercy of God! There is NO OTHER option!

· Loving God and loving others is the end of self! It’s impossible to love God and others while putting yourself first!

· Basking in the glory of God’s approval is preferred over humbling one’s self at the foot of His cross! 

· Receiving a good report card is more impressive than crying out to the Lord for the forgiveness of one’s sins!

· The KEY QUESTIONS for religious people are: 

· 1) WHAT MUST I DO TO PLEASE GOD? 

· AND, 2) HOW CAN I EARN THE FAVOR OF GOD?

· REMEMBER: Jesus is all about the heart! Jesus is a master at heart TRANSPLANTS! 

· Isaiah 29:13 gives us this insight! Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near Me with their mouth, and with their lips do honor Me, but have removed their heart far from Me, and their fear toward Me is taught by the precept of men.

· The Pharisees could have learned from the Sadducees but they didn’t! 

· Their love for themselves blinded them to the true meaning of Jesus’ teaching on LOVE!

· Look at Matthew 22:33-34 And when the multitude heard this, they were astonished at His doctrine. 34 But when the Pharisees had heard that He had put the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered together. (Team Meeting/Skull session)

· In this particular scenario the lawyer/theologian wanted to know which one of the commandments was the greatest… 

· Matthew 22:36 Master, which is the great commandment in the Law? 

· What’s the problem here? What was at the center of his religion? What was important to him? His main issue?

· His problem was the commandments; he made keeping them his priority.

· He rejected Jesus but revered the commandments.

· He respected the commandments while rejecting Christ!

· His heart was connected to the Law but not to JESUS!

· The commandments blocked his view of Christ! 
· Ultimately, his heart became hardened to the truth of God’s Word!

· PROBLEM: Keeping the commandments, trying to please God was a constant quest for the Pharisees and others! 

· KEY: The very commandments they focused on were keeping them from seeing Jesus Christ for who He was!

· Matthew 22:37-38 (KJV) Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment.

· 22:37 ~ Heart, soul and mind calls for "holistic" love of God, with one's whole being! 

· Proverbs 4:23 (NKJV) Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life. 

· STATEMENT: Having LOVING hearts transforms our relationship with God and with each other!

· John Piper explains, “The spiritually dead can perform many religious ceremonies. They can gather with God’s people, pray long and often, memorize God’s laws, and tithe with precision. But they cannot love their neighbor as God requires.”

· KEY ~ Jesus addresses the kind of love that motivates us to love God and to love others!

· 22:39-40 ~ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets: God’s moral expectation of man can be summed up by these words. If the life of God is real in us, it will show by the presence of love for God and others.

· Many are convinced, that are not converted, by the word. Had these been converted, they would have asked Him more questions, especially that great question, What must we do to be saved? [Matthew Henry]

· BOTTOM LINE! Loving God and others is at the HEART/CORE OF EVERYTHING WE DO AS CHRISTIANS AND AS THE CHURCH OF OUR LOVING LORD!

· First, notice THE ATTACKS ON JESUS

· Secondly, notice THE ATTITUDES OF THE RELIGIOUS 

· Thirdly, notice THE ANSWER FROM JESUS
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