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IN CHRIST NOW AND FOREVER ~ PART II                                                               Scripture: Colossians 3:5-17 Date: 8/25/24 Sunday AM
Recently I cm across this sermon title for these Scriptures: 
Living On Earth                                                                                  While Aiming At Heaven
I like it! I think it describes perfectly what Paul is teaching us here in Colossians 3. 
The Apostle Paul uses the words “IN CHRIST” to describe our new life as children of God. Paul describes being “IN CHRIST” as being a “NEW CREATION.” What does this mean for us as Christians? What does it mean to be “IN CHRIST”? Is there a way to tell if you are genuinely “born again” into the family of God? 
In his letter to the Colossians, written from prison, Paul discusses and applies the idea of being “IN CHRIST.” 
Paul emphasizes what our lives should say to others about our relationship with God.
John 1:14 says (NKJV) And the Word/JESUS became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
The same thing happens with us when we become believers in Christ. Just as Jesus revealed to us His glory as the Son of God/as God incarnate, so we too reveal to those around us that we are indeed the sons and daughters of God!
QUESTIONS: 1) How does our “spiritual position” in Christ manifest itself to others? 2) In what ways do others see Jesus in me and in you? 
I. First, notice our SPIRITUAL POSITION IN CHRIST – 3:1-4
II. Secondly, notice our PRACTICAL LIVING FOR CHRIST –         3:5-17

II. 	Secondly, notice our PRACTICAL LIVING FOR CHRIST – 3:5-17
· TRUTH: Your position IN ADAM OR IN CHRIST determines your LIFESTYLE… how you live your life!

· Paul said, Let NOT sin therefore reign in your mortal BODY!

· Our task as believers is to realize our destiny and to become who we really are – a “new creation” in Christ!

· THERE ARE TWO KINDS OF PEOPLE: Those that are “dead IN sin” and those that are “dead TO sin.” 

· Colossians 3:5-7 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth/fleshly body; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness/greed which is idolatry: 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming: 7 In the which you also walked some time, when you [lived in them.] [Lifestyle] 

· “Mortify therefore” is linked to 3:1-4 ~ “Seeking the Lord, and mortifying what is earthly in us, go together.” There’s a continuation of thought here! [R.C. Lucas]

· 3:5 ~ “Mortify therefore” = “to subdue” “To deaden” “To make dead” “To put to death” “To deprive of power” “To destroy the strength of” = to kill!  

· Literally, “Put to death whatever in you is worldly.”

· Romans 6:13 (KJV) Neither yield you your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: 

· but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.

· Paul makes it clear that our sex life is under the Lordship of Jesus Christ! GOD made sex, not man! It was God’s idea! Sex was meant to be holy and righteous in the eyes of God. Man has perverted it for his own pleasures! Sins of this nature tend to become more perverted. Children have become the focus of their perverted desires! 

· Romans 12:1 emphasizes this truth, “That you present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God.”

· 3:6 ~ “Wrath of God” = God’s anger and indignation comes on the children of disobedience! Those that abuse and miss use their bodies are held accountable by the Lord Himself.

· 3:7 ~ Ephesians 2:2 says, Wherein in time past you walked/lifestyle 1) according to the course of this world, 2) according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:

· 3:7 ~ 1 Peter 4:3 says, For the time past of our life may suffice us to have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable idolatries: 
· Peter adds to what Paul tells his Colossian church friends, You have had enough in the past of the evil things that godless people enjoy—their immorality and lust, their feasting and drunkenness and wild parties, and their terrible worship of idols. 

· 3:8-9 ~ FIRST, “PUT OFF” = The Old Man 

· Colossians 3:8-9 (KJV) But now you also put off all these; anger, wrath/rage, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth. 9  Lie not one to another, seeing that you have put off the old man with his deeds;

· 3:8 ~ “Put off” = “Put aside” = “to get rid of completely”

· We inherited these sinful traits “in Adam” as part of our sinful nature. 

· 3:9 ~ “Put off the old man” – “The old man is all that I once was as an unsaved person.” [H.A. Ironside]

· We are to “put off” all thoughts, words, and deeds associated with the sins mentioned here! This putting off includes emotional, verbal, and physical abuse, etc.! 

· The wrath of man does not work the righteousness of God!

· ALL of these were built into our adamic DNA BEFORE we were “born again” as sons and daughters of God! 

· 3:8-9 ~ “Paul uses the metaphor of a change in clothing, like a person freed from jail takes off their prison jump suit which is the very symbol of shame and guilt, and puts on new clothing reflecting their freedom.” [Kim Riddlebarger] 

· Romans 13:14 (NKJV) But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.

· Galatians 3:27 (NKJV) For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

· Paul’s point, then, is that Christians should take off their dirty clothing (inappropriate behavior) and put on clean clothing (behavior consistent with knowing Christ). [Net Bible]

· 3:10-17 ~ SECONDLY, “PUT ON” = The New Man 

· Colossians 3:10-11 (KJV) And have put on the NEW MAN, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created Him: 11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all. 

· HERE’S A THOUGHT PROVOKING QUESTION: Are we Christians, or do we just claim to be Christians?  

· 3:12-17 (6 verses) ~ Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with a heart of mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience; 13 Bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel/complaint against any: even as Christ forgave you, so you also forgive others. 14 And above all these things put on charity/love, which is the perfect bond. 

· QUESTION: Do you notice the massive difference between being IN ADAM as sinners and being IN CHRIST as believers? 

· Colossians 1:13 (KJV) Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and has translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son:
· QUESTION: Do you see what we possess in Christ? 

· Do you see how we are to treat each other as the “elect of God, holy and dearly beloved”? Think about these words “elect of God.” That’s us… you and me!!!

· Matthew 5:16 (KJV) Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

· Reflecting God’s wondrous work in salvation is our life’s purpose, and revealing Christ to others is our top priority! Is this your experience?

· I want you to consider this with me. We all work very hard at being a witness to those outside the church. What would happen if we put the same effort into being a witness to those inside the church?  

· NOTE: These are TWO TOTALLY UNIQUE REALMS OF EXISTENCE… which one are you living in? Honestly… which one are you in?

· 3:14 ~ “LOVE” = 1 Corinthians 13:13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity. “LOVE” produces a bond of perfect harmony!

· The “LOVE” Paul highlights produces and promotes unity within the church community!

· Colossians 3:15-17 (NKJV) And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

· 3:15 ~ “Rule” – Refers to the activity of a referee/umpire within a faith community. The peace of God does not rule out disagreements; it resolves them in love. 

· 3:15-17 ~ Each verse mentions being THANKFUL!

· [bookmark: _GoBack]3:16 ~ “Grace” = “graciousness” As God has been gracious to you; you should be gracious to others!

· BKC ~ “An attitude of gratitude contributes to an enjoyment of spiritual tranquility, whereas grumbling makes for inner agitation.”

· 1 Corinthians 14:26 says… Let all things be done unto edifying. 

· Colossians 3:17 summarizes it nicely, And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him. 

· First, notice our SPIRITUAL POSITION IN CHRIST – 3:1-4

· Secondly, notice our PRACTICAL LIVING FOR CHRIST –         3:5-17
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