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IN CHRIST NOW AND FOREVER!                                                               Scripture: Colossians 3:1-17 Date: 8/18/24 Sunday AM
Today I want to share with you what it means to be “IN CHRIST.” The Apostle Paul uses the words “IN CHRIST” to describe our new life as children of God. Paul describes being “IN CHRIST” as being a “NEW CREATION.” What does this mean for us as Christians? What does it mean to be “IN CHRIST”? Is there a way to tell if you are genuinely “born again” into the family of God? 
In his letter to the Colossians, written from prison, Paul discusses and applies the idea of being “IN CHRIST.” 
Paul emphasizes what our lives should say to others about our relationship with God.
Romans 6:11 is a one verse summary of today’s message, Likewise reckon you also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin,     but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Let’s look at Colossians 3:1-17 and see what it means to be “IN CHRIST.” 
I. 	First, notice our SPIRITUAL POSITION IN CHRIST – 3:1-4
· These verses highlight our IDENTITY IN CHRIST! This is how God sees you and me as His children! 

· Paul explains God’s spiritual work in our lives as His “New Creation.”

· It is truly is a work of God. This work is the result of believing and receiving the Gospel. 

· Romans 1:16 (KJV) For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

· There is a spiritual explosion that occurs in the life of every believer in Christ! 

· It’s called “REGENERATION” or the “New Birth.” 

· In John 3 Jesus plainly told Nicodemus he had to be “born again” if he was going to see the Kingdom of God! 

· When we as sinners experience the new birth we experience a “transfer” from our old life “IN ADAM” to our new life “IN CHRIST.” 

· There’s the DEATH of the old sin cursed Mike, and the LIFE of the new Mike based upon the work of the Holy Spirit in the “new birth” or regeneration!

· ILLUSTRATION: In computer lingo, God installs a completely new operating system. Literally, every sinner experiences a spiritual rebirth accompanied by a new nature which produces new life “IN CHRIST.”

· Unfortunately in our day this saving work of God is minimized and or at times totally ignored by those professing faith in Christ! 

· WHAT’S THE PROBLEM? Far too many people are professing Christ as their Savior without any evidence of being “IN CHRIST”, of experiencing a new birth, or possessing a new life!!! 

· One writer describes the “new birth.” He says, “We have no independent life of our own. We can claim no right in our bodies or minds or souls or possessions. The only life that we now have is actually the life of Christ in us. 

· Therefore our interests must be identical with His. Our goals, aims and vision are to match His. All that is precious and dear to Him should be to us as well. All that is alien and offensive to Him should affect us in the same way.”

· 3:1 ~ FIRST, Paul addresses our RESURRECTION 

· LISTEN CAREFULLY… We died with Christ [the cross], we were buried [the tomb] with Christ and as Paul shares we are “risen with Christ.” [the empty tomb] 

· Colossians 3:1 (KJV) If/Since you then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 

· 3:1 ~ FACT/TRUTH >>> APPLICATION/PRACTICE

· Knowing and believing that we are “risen with Christ” we “seek those things which are above, where Christ sits on the right hand of God.” 

· Jesus ~ Matthew 6:33-34 (KJV) But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

· Paul ~ Philippians 1:21 (KJV) For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

· Without it, a man is dead while he lives. With it, he lives though he dies. [The Expositor’s Bible Commentary]

· If I trust in Him, and am thereby holding firmly by Him, my union with Him is so real, that, in the measure of my faith, His fullness passes over into my emptiness, His righteousness into my sinfulness, His life into my death, as surely as the electric shock thrills my nerves when I grasp the poles of the battery. [The Expositor’s Bible Commentary]

· Colossians 2:12 highlights this truth, Buried with Him in baptism, wherein also you are risen with Him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised Him from the dead. This is called positional sanctification! 

· SECONDLY, Paul addresses our AFFECTION… “Keep thinking about things above” 

· 3:2-3 ~ Colossians 3:2-3 (KJV) Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you are dead [to the things on earth], and your life is hid with Christ in God. 

· 3:1-3 ~ TWO TRUTHS are based upon these considerations- "seek," and "set your mind upon," the things that are above. 

· “SEEK” points to the outward life of effort and aim. 

· “SET YOUR MIND UPON” points to the inward life of thought and longing. Let the things above, then, be the constant mark at which you aim. [The Expositor’s Bible Commentary]

· 2 Corinthians 10:5 says, Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

· Solomon got it right in his Proverbs! "As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he." 

· 3:3 ~ Colossians 3:3 (KJV) For you are dead [old man], and your life [new man] is hid with Christ in God. [ALIVE to God!]

· This brings to mind Jesus’ words from John 10:29 (KJV) My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand.

· We are “made safe/secure” in Christ by His indwelling Spirit!

· 3:4 ~ THIRDLY, Addresses our TRANSFORMATION

· Colossians 3:4 (KJV) When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall you also appear with Him in glory.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· Ray Stedman writes, If you have not discovered this yet as a Christian, you have not yet begun to live as you can and should. Your inside lives in heaven and your outside lives here.

· YES, we are as other men, living in dying bodies, yet assured that one day we will see Jesus face to face!

· John 8:23 (KJV) And He said unto them, You are from beneath; I am from above: you are of this world; I am not of this world.

· John 18:36 (KJV) Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if My kingdom were of this world, then would My servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is My kingdom not from hence.

· John describes it in 1 John 3:1-3, Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew Him not. 2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it does not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when HE shall appear, we shall be like HIM; for we shall see HIM as HE is. 3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as HE is pure.

· SONG: Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus

· Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
In the light of His glory and grace.

· First, notice our SPIRITUAL POSITION IN CHRIST – 3:1-4
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