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FINAL WORDS!                                                                    GOD AND A DEATHROW INMATE!                                                             Text: II Timothy 4:1-8 Date: 7/7/24 Sunday AM
The Apostle Paul lived on the edge of death! DEATH was his constant companion and he knew it! Paul described it this way, “I die daily.”
He testified to the Philippian church… 1:23-24, I’m torn between two desires: I long to go and be with Christ, which would be far better for me. 24 But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to live.
Paul writes confidently in 2 Timothy 1:12, for the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day.
These are solemn and serious words from the elder to the younger!
USING YOUR SANCTIFIED IMAGINATION… Imagine Timothy’s thoughts as he slowly worked his way through Paul’s final words? 
Listen to Paul as he describes Timothy to the church at Philippi… Philippians 2:19-23 But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, that I also may be of good comfort, when I know your state. 20 For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state. 21 For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's. 22 But you know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the Gospel. 23 Him therefore I hope to send presently, so soon as I shall see how it will go with me.
Paul’s last words center on FOUR KEY THOUGHTS:
I. First, Paul’s CHARGE – 4:1
II. Secondly, Paul’s COMMAND – 4:2
III. Thirdly, Paul’s CONCERN – 4:3-5
IV. Fourthly, Paul’s CONFIDENCE – 4:6-8 

I. First, Paul’s CHARGE– 4:1

· 2 Timothy 4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, Who shall judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom; [Reality of each of us!]

· Paul’s “CHARGE” is both solemn and serious! With death looming before him, Paul lays out a most serious CHALLENGE before Timothy!

· "A charge is more than a command… a charge carries with it the moral obligation to be carried out!" [LBC]

· Paul says to Timothy… I solemnly urge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who will someday judge the living and the dead when he appears to set up his Kingdom: 

· Keep in mind, Timothy like Paul, was a pastor and a preacher.

· Pending death, Paul reaches down deep into his soul and highlights the seriousness and urgency of Timothy’s work for God! 

· When people call you “Pastor” or even “Preacher” that’s serious business! [“Preacher” or “Pastor” is a term of recognition AND responsibility!]

· WHY SO? It’s serious because it involves God’s Word and God’s work. It’s also serious because judgment follows.

· James 3:1 addresses this issue! Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers; for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 

· Romans 14:12 says … every one of us shall give account of himself to God.
· It’s also serious because Jesus is coming back! No doubt… Paul believed in accountability… before man/GOD!

· THINK ABOUT THIS…  If I am accountable to the Lord for what I preach; you are accountable for what you hear! TRUTH works both ways!

· Let 2 Corinthians 5:10 sink in… For WE must ALL stand before Christ to be judged. We will each receive whatever we deserve for the good or evil we have done in this earthly body.  

· First, Paul’s CHARGE – 4:1


II. Secondly, Paul’s COMMAND – 4:2

· 2 Timothy 4:2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. NO FUZZY EDGES HERE!!!

· Zero in on Paul’s first words… “PREACH THE WORD.” 

· PREACHING is God’s divinely authorized method for proclaiming and presenting HIS TRUTH!  

· “Preach” means “to herald.” The herald was the king’s messenger that relayed the king’s message to the people. He wasn’t free to edit the king’s decree. He wasn’t a politician or diplomat or a spin doctor. His job was to faithfully proclaim the king’s message so that the people understood it. 

· Preaching styles vary from church to church. At the same time preaching must be marked by “THE WORD.”

· NO “WORD” NO POWER! It’s powerless—it’s just talk—that’s ALL!

· The craft or delivery system is called preaching; the power comes from “THE WORD.”

· REMEMBER: It’s “GOD’S WORD” that’s powerful!

· Because it’s GOD’S Word… it’s inspired by God… it’s communicated by the Holy Spirit… GOD’S SPIRIT!

· Bryan Chappell said, “God infuses His Word with spiritual power.” [I Corinthians 2]

· The power is NOT in the preacher, it’s in GOD’S WORD!

· Notice the “action” words that follow! They enhance the phrase… “PREACH THE WORD.” 

· 4:2 ~ “Be instant in and out of season” = Be ready… Be prepared!

· “Reprove” = Call sin sin!

· “Rebuke” = Tell the truth about the consequences of sin!

· “Exhort” = Encourage faithfulness… give solutions for the sin problem.

· 4:2 ~ “Exhort with complete patience and instruction.”

· Keep in mind that Jesus did not beat people down and leave them there. Those that were beaten down by sin; JESUS lifted them up! [PSALM 40!]

· Preaching shouldn’t leave us feeling empty and worthless, but it should impress upon us the total and complete sufficiency of Jesus Christ as our life and hope! 

· Paul explains this in 2 Corinthians 3:5-6 (ESV) Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, 6  who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

· 4:2 ~ “Exhort with complete patience and instruction.”

· “Exhort” = “Encouragement” = This idea is found in Romans 12:1 (NIV) Therefore, I urge/plead with you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. [Includes emotion and urging!] 

· Just like Jesus, we are to “exhort” with all long suffering and doctrine! 

· KEY… EVERY preacher/teacher must learn this truth! True Biblical preaching always leaves the fruit in God’s hands!

· 1 Corinthians 3:6 (NIV) I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow/gave the increase.

· Then again, we are responsible for the content of our message; the Lord is responsible for the consequences of its rejection!!!

· First, Paul’s CHARGE – 4:1

· Secondly, Paul’s COMMAND – 4:2

III. Thirdly, Paul’s CONCERN – 4:3-5

· Let’s read slowly 2 Timothy 4:3-5 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of your ministry. [Get the most out of your service for Christ!] [Paul has 3 areas of concern!]

· FIRST, THE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST!

· 4:3 ~ “They” = Who? The church… the church at Ephesus!

· This was a real church… actually real churches (plural).

· 4:4 ~ They rejected “truth.”

· 4:4 ~ “Turned unto fables” = myths!

· “Turned” is a medical term used to describe wrenching a limb out of joint. Their turning to fables puts these people in an unhealthy condition of being out of joint spiritually.

· When you turn from the “truth” you turn to myths/fables.

· In our “fast food” culture… we must be careful about this.

· 30 years later John wrote to the church at Ephesus in Revelation 2. What did John say? God’s Spirit diagnosed the problem at Ephesus… they left their “first love”! 

· SADLY, they made church all about themselves… “… After their own lusts.” 

· SECONDLY, THE FALSE TEACHERS!

· 4:3 ~ “teachers” NO SURPRISES… They were Gospel illiterates!!! [Power hungry charlatans!]

· Years earlier Paul warned the Ephesian Elders that these days would come… Acts 20… “wolves” “from among you” 

· Paul also warned Timothy of this in 1 Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils… 

· KEY POINT: The church is more likely to be attacked from within than it is to be attacked from without! 

· 4:3-4 ~ Makes it clear that the issue comes from WITHIN!

· THIRDLY, THE FAITHFUL MAN OF GOD!

· 2 Timothy 4:5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

· Paul instructs Timothy to keep a clear mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering for the Lord. Work at telling others the Good News, and fully carry out the ministry God has given you. 

· Focus… Faith… Faithfulness counts… Keep going… Keep moving forward… FINISH WELL!!!

· First, Paul’s CHARGE – 4:1

· Secondly, Paul’s COMMAND – 4:2

· Thirdly, Paul’s CONCERN – 4:3-5


IV. Fourthly, Paul CONFIDENCE – 4:6-8 [He’s on death row!] 

· 2 Timothy 4:6-8 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love His appearing.

· Paul says, “I’M FINISHED… I AM READY TO GO!!!” 

· Paul says, “I FOUGHT A GOOD FIGHT!” “worthwhile” 

· Paul says, “I WON THE FIGHT!” Paul says, “MY GOD IS FAITHFUL!”

· Paul says, “MY GOD WILL BE FAITHFUL TO YOU AS WELL!”

· Our reservation in heaven includes a reward from our LORD!

· Paul mentions “judgment” two times in eight verses… why? 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]His Righteous Judge would judge him righteously! These verses are filled with anticipation of victory in the presence of the Lord!!!

· Paul graduated and received his WD degree… “Well Done, thou good and faithful servant!”

· First, Paul’s CHARGE – 4:1
· Secondly, Paul’s COMMAND – 4:2
· Thirdly, Paul’s CONCERN – 4:3-5
· Fourthly, Paul’s CONFIDENCE – 4:6-8 
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