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HOPE FOR THE HOPELESS!                                                          Text: I Peter 3:15 Date: June 9, 2024 Sunday AM 
The Apostle Peter wrote his first epistle between 62-64 AD. Peter’s brothers and sisters knew what it was like to suffer for Jesus’ sake. They suffered persecution, hatred and their lives were under constant threat from their enemies. 
This question comes to mind; how did they survive? MANY DIDN’T SURVIVE! Many gave up their lives for their faith in Christ. How were they to possess any form of joy or hope? I’m sure some questioned where is GOD in all of this?
1 Peter 1:1 states (KJV) Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.  
The odds, no doubt, were stacked against them. They couldn’t move to the next town and withdraw money from the local ATM. No, they were like vagabonds, strangers, pilgrims moving from town to town. Basically they had no hope and saw no light at the end of the tunnel. What did Peter say to these children of God?  
Let’s read what Peter wrote to them… 1 Peter 1:3-6 (KJV) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]POWERFULLY ENCOURAGING WORDS FOR CERTAIN!!! They are no less today! 

During His earthly ministry Jesus encouraged His disciples with Matthew 10:28, “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” 
In I Peter 3:15 we see HOPE and SUFFERING meshed together providing a tremendous amount of encouragement. 
Our text deals with both HOPE AND SUFFERING… SUFFERING AND SHARING! 

Consider these THREE THOUGHTS with me: 
First, we see A Committed Heart – 3:15A 
Secondly, we see An Energized Hope – 3:15B
Thirdly, we see An Internalized Humility – 3:15C

I. First, we see A Committed Heart – 3:15A 
· 1 Peter 3:15A (KJV) But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: 

· As we all know living in today’s world is a challenging assignment! Whatever we are facing in this life; whatever you are facing right now requires a heart totally committed to Jesus Christ. [Submitting to the LORDSHIP of Jesus Christ!]

· Peter tells these brothers and sisters to “sanctify the Lord God in your hearts.” What does this mean?
· 3:15A ~ Amplified Bible But in your hearts set Christ apart as holy [and acknowledge Him] as Lord.

· Peter’s words here are rooted in the truth of Isaiah 8:12-13 (KJV) Say ye not, A confederacy, to all them to whom this people shall say, A confederacy; neither fear you their fear, nor be afraid. 13 Sanctify the LORD of Hosts Himself; and let Him be your fear, and let Him be your dread. [Amen, Peter!]

· Before Peter wrote this text, Jesus said in Matthew 6:9 [In the Lord’s Prayer] Jesus prayed, After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. [We honor Jesus’ name in our heart of hearts!]

· Alexander Maclaren writes, “Set Christ in your hearts on the pedestal and pinnacle that belongs to Him, and then bow down before Him with all reverence and submission.”

· Every child of God at salvation is separated/sanctified unto the Lord in their hearts and minds intending to honor HIM by their lifestyle. 

· HERE’S WHAT I’M SAYING: Saving faith lifts us out the mire of sin and gulit and places us securely in our Lord Jesus. 

· QUESTION: How did Peter encourage these pilgrims who were facing the wrath of an ungodly world? 

· ANSWER: He told them to “reverence Christ in their lives.” [In their hearts and minds… inner being] 

· Essentially he magnifies the LORDSHIP of Jesus over their lives. He encouraged them to lean upon the Rock of their salvation. He would never fail them! 

· LESSON: We must always remind ourselves that we belong to the Lord… we are not orphaned in this world. You are a child of the King of heaven and earth! Don’t forget that! 

· Understanding our commitment to Christ builds courage into our Christian faith/profession. 

· Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts…  The simple meaning of the injunction is that at the very center of life there is to be one Lord, and that is Christ.” (G. Campbell Morgan)

· "What time I am afraid," says David, "I will trust in YOU," Psalms 56:3. 

· "We are not careful," said Daniel and his friends, "to answer thee, O king. Our God can deliver us; but if not, we will not worship the image," Daniel 3:16. Barnes' Notes on the New Testament.

· Jack Arnold lays out this challenge for each of us: “Do you, Christian, have a little sanctuary, a little chapel in your heart? Do you fellowship with Christ constantly, whether riding along in a car, walking down the street, in the shop, office or classroom? Do you make your heart a chapel where you can sanctify Christ as Lord in the midst of suffering? Christianity is fellowship with Christ at all times because He lives as Lord in the heart.”

· Imagine your heart as a Throne room… Who is seated there? Is it someone you hate? Someone you love? Something you desire to be? Something you aspire to do? There is only room for ONE to be seated there. IS IT JESUS CHRIST?   

· First, we see A Committed Heart – 3:15A 


II. Secondly, we see An Energized Hope – 3:15B
· 1 Peter 3:15B (KJV) But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the HOPE that is in you with meekness and fear: 

· A committed heart always produces a energized hope. 

· Committed hearts with energized hope are not to be silent! 

· An energized hope is not suspended in thin air. It rests upon the profound experience of a heart that is resting in Christ alone. 

· [A COMMITTED HOPE is not meant to be vague and powerless.] [It’s meant to be unstoppable!]

· Some Christians believe that faith is a private matter that should be kept to oneself. It is true that we shouldn't be boisterous or obnoxious in sharing our faith, but we should always be ready to give an answer, gently and respectfully, when asked about our faith, our lifestyle, or our Christian perspective. [Life Application Study Bible]

· For some reason we think that silence is the order of the day. This Scripture isn’t satisfied with a mere reply to those who question our HOPE. 

· Peter implores us to be competent in answering/explaining questions regarding our faith in the Lord. 

· Curiosity is given life when it witnesses a truly hopeful child of God! 

· HOPE, like LOVE, has an object… and is focused on something or someone!
· A quick glance here reveals this truth. It says, “to give an answer to everyone who asks…” 

· This truth is meant to be personally applied… it’s meant to be the personal testimony of a sanctified soul freely and compassionately shared with others.

· William Barclay said, “Our faith must be a first-hand discovery and not a second hand story!”

· HOPE is not based upon our ability to hold onto the Lord. It rests solely upon His ability to hold onto us. Let that sink in! 

· Living in a depressing world is not easy. I’ll admit that! But your world as God’s child is held in your Father’s omnipotent hands!

· My energized hope is secured by my Lord’s omnipotent hands!

· First, we see A Committed Heart – 3:15A 

· Secondly, we see An Energized Hope – 3:15B

III. Thirdly, we see An Internalized Humility – 3:15C 
· 1 Peter 3:15C (KJV) But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear: [FYI ~ This is not a suggestion!]
 
· Being a Christian doesn’t mean we hate sinners. Actually it means just the opposite… it’s always good to remember the person who loved you to Jesus!

· Kenneth Wuest gives us this translation, "Be ready at any time to give a quiet and reverent answer to any man who wants a reason for the hope that you have within you."

· John Wesley tried to ask everyone, “How is it with your soul today?” 

· Warren Wiersbe adds, “We are witnesses, not prosecuting attorneys. Our lives must back up our defense. The purpose is not to win an argument but to win lost souls to Christ.”  

· Our HOPE conveys certain virtues. What are they? 

· “… meekness and fear:” What do these words mean? And, what truths are they designed to convey? 

· HOPE displayed with meekness and respect, draws people to Christ. HOPE is powerful when shared with a Christ-like attitude!

· Arrogance, in virtually every form, is a repellant!!! Pride pushes people away from the Lord, His church and His people. 

· You don’t have to sniff out pride; you can see it! 

· Hopeful answers are meant to influence people… cause them to think about their relationship with Jesus! 

· Hopeful answers are meant to raise questions in the hearts of unbelievers. 

· This text cannot be subdivided into three separate pieces. A committed heart and an energized hope mean nothing unless they are sweetened “with meekness and fear.” 

· Imitating Jesus is always a good way to share your hope in Christ! Experience and expression create a powerful witness. 
· “Meekness” indicates an attitude towards men!

· “Fear/reverence/respect” indicates an attitude towards God! 

· Meekness and reverence are frontline evidence of a committed heart, and an energized hope. 

· William Barclay, “Men may be wooed into the Christian faith when they cannot be bullied into it.” 

· Lord, help me to love sinners as Jesus loved Lazarus and called him from the dead! 

· Biblical hope is not "finger crossing", but is alive and certain because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

Life without Christ is a hopeless end,
while life in Christ is an endless hope.

· QUESTION: Are you basing your eternal destiny on wishful thinking or an eternal hope? 

· The Bible says we can be sure and certain about our eternal destiny. Are you sure and certain that if you died today you would go to heaven and be with Jesus forevermore?

· First, we see A Committed Heart – 3:15A 

· Secondly, we see An Energized Hope – 3:15B

· Thirdly, we see An Internalized Humility – 3:15C
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