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REMEMBERING MEMORIAL DAY…                                  A CHRISTIAN MEDITATION                                     MEMORIAL DAY ~ PAUSE AND REMEMBER!                                                                                     
Text: Various Date: 5-26-24 Sunday AM 
Our Governor Roy Cooper released the following statement:
"On Memorial Day, we honor the memories of the courageous armed forces members who gave their lives protecting our nation's freedoms. We owe a deep debt of gratitude each day to those in uniform who made the ultimate sacrifice for our country, and we continue to keep their loved ones in our prayers."
Memorial Day, as we know it, began after the Civil War. But until World War II, most people knew it as “Decoration Day.” It was a day to decorate with flowers and flags. A day to whisper prayers over the graves of fallen soldiers while remembering those who had given, as Lincoln beautifully said, “the last full measure of devotion” to defend their nation. It was a day to remember what the honored dead had died to defend. [JON BLOOM with light edit] 
Gen. Lucian Truscott, commander of the U.S. Fifth Army, spoke at the Sicily-Rome American Cemetery in Nettuno, Italy on Memorial Day in 1945. He turned his back on the audience, and spoke directly to the nearly 20,000 American soldiers buried there apologizing to them for their deaths. Even Stars and Stripes cartoonist Bill Mauldin, who had a reputation for ruthlessly skewering hypocrisy among generals, called it “the most moving gesture I ever saw.”
It almost sounds out of place for me to say to you, “HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY.” But yet as we remember the sacrifices of our fallen heroes, we will celebrate our freedom as Americans. As we all know, people from all over the world look our way and desire the liberties and blessings that we enjoy on a daily basis. We should all be grateful that we live in America the beautiful. From the time I started school, as far back as I can remember, we pledged our allegiance to the Stars and Stripes of these United States. I remember it like it was yesterday! Over the years though, the sounds of that pledge have grown faint and even dim. Do our schools even say our “Pledge of Allegiance” anymore? I HOPE SO!
Let’s use THREE WORDS to capture the true meaning of MEMORIAL DAY.

I. FIRST, NOTICE THE WORD REMEMBRANCE
Sounds fitting, doesn’t it? REMEMBRANCE! PAUSE AND REMEMBER!
LET THIS SINK IN… Memorial Day is an important national moment for each of us. It is right and wise to remember the great price some have paid to preserve the historically unprecedented civil and religious freedoms we have the luxury to take largely for granted. 
To remember something means in essence to perpetuate it… to keep it alive! So that it is not forgotten! Memories produce powerful motivations!
GOD’S WORD IS A BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE!
Joshua 4:1-9 is an example of this practice. It tells the story of the Israelites’ entry into the Promised Land. After forty years of wilderness wandering the people finally reached their destination. The swollen Jordan River blocked their way into the land but, they did not stop.
When they all passed over the Jordan, the leader of Israel, Joshua, had a simple monument built to commemorate the wondrous event. This served to remind the people that their progress — indeed, their very existence — was in the hands of the living God. 
After the children of Israel crossed the Jordan into the Promised Land; a man from each tribe took a large rock and placed them together in the Jordan. We then read: “These stones shall be for a memorial to the children of Israel forever” (Joshua 4:7).
By design… our nation… our church… remembers those that paid the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom. 
By design, as children of God, we remember our Lord’s death until HE returns!
Much of what we do as believers is measured by what we remember. What we practice as Christians is settled in our minds because we commit to remember them until Jesus returns. That which is important, we remember!
What we practice as believers is measured by what the Scriptures instruct us to remember. What we practice as Christians has been firmly rooted in our hearts and minds through our Biblically informed faith. Based upon this we determine to remember them until Jesus returns. Yet at times we simply get too busy and forget them. 
The important --- we remember!
At times we all are forgetful, and God has, throughout history, established memorials to help His people remember. 
FOR THE HEBREWS IT WAS PASSOVER: “So this day shall be to you a memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD throughout your generations” (Ex 12:14). 
The Passover feast which Moses instituted served a similar purpose; it was to remind the people that it was God and not they themselves who brought about their liberation from slavery in Egypt.
NOTE: There’s a significant parallel truth here! CHURCH, we must never forget, God has set aside the first day of every week/SUNDAY as “Our Memorial Day.” The church comes together for the purpose of partaking of the Lord’s Supper: “Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread . . .” (Acts 20:7). 
John 15:13 says Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
REMEMBER THESE WORDS OF OUR LORD from John 8:36 (KJV) If the Son therefore shall make you free, you shall be free indeed.
FIRST, NOTICE THE WORD REMEMBRANCE

II. SECONDLY, NOTICE THE WORD ENDURANCE
Paul speaks of “ENDURANCE” in 2 Timothy 2:1-4 (KJV) Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please Him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 

Paul would later pierce the tender heart of Timothy with these edifying words from 2 Timothy 4:7 (KJV) I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
At times enduring hardness may require us to pay the ultimate price. War is almost always synonymous with death! 
Deliverance from the tyranny of evil men always carries a high price tag! FREEDOM COSTS!
We must not fold our spiritual hands in the face of the ungodly demands of a fallen world! 
FREEDOM is worth fighting for! FREEDOM is worth dying for. 
What we are willing to die for reflects what we value.
Americans take FREEDOM seriously!
[bookmark: _GoBack]AS CHRISTIANS WE TAKE OUR FREEDOM IN CHRIST SERIOUSLY AS WELL!
Jesus’ disciples were real. ALL OF THEM! There was nothing fake or plastic about them. With the exception of the Apostle John they all died for their faith! The sowed their life’s blood reaching the world with the Gospel they dearly loved.
Church is a team sport! Living for Jesus in a lost world is not a solo act! Being part of a church is like playing a team sport! We’re together in this… ALL TOGETHER!!!
Paul challenges us in 1 Corinthians 15:58 (KJV) Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
FIRST, NOTICE THE WORD REMEMBRANCE
SECONDLY, NOTICE THE WORD ENDURANCE
III. THIRDLY, NOTICE THE WORD RELIANCE 
RELIANCE means confident or trustful dependence.
Its synonyms are: assurance, faith, trust, confidence
IT’S THE EXACT OPPOSITE OF SELF-RELIANCE!!! 
POINT: As believers we are to live by FAITH… WITH TRUSTFUL DEPENDENCE upon God in the midst of a pagan culture. Jesus did it! His disciples did it! The early church did it! Paul did and so can we! 
In Acts 4 the infant church faced its first religious persecution. How did they respond? Let’s be like them!!! 
Acts 4:13 Now when they [Religious authorities] saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unschooled men, they marveled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.
BOTTOM LINE ANSWER is recorded in Acts 5:29 Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.
Then again, we see Deacon Stephen martyred in Acts 7.
LESSON: Opposition… always expect it!
HEALTHY REMINDER: The church is not to be seen as a victim struggling through its’ existence in a lost fallen world. 
Do you remember what Jesus told His disciples as He made His way to His death on the cross? 
Jesus said, I will build MY church                                                      and the gates of hell shall NOT prevail against it.
Paul later encouraged the church at Rome with these powerful words. Romans 8:37-39 (KJV) Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
FIRST, THE WORD REMEMBRANCE
SECONDLY, THE WORD ENDURANCE
THIRDLY, THE WORD RELIANCE 
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