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RESURRECTION HOPE!                                                           Text: Matthew 28 and Acts 1 Date: 3/31/24 Easter Sunday AM 
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem took place on Palm Sunday. As His Passion Week unfolded He went to the Temple and chased away the money changers. He returned that evening to Bethany where He stayed throughout the week. Each of the next few days Jesus returned to Jerusalem. He was confronted by religious leaders which would ultimately lead to His public condemnation and crucifixion. He also taught His disciples during His Passion Week. On Thursday evening He celebrated His final Passover with the Twelve and instituted the Lord’s Supper. Later that evening He was betrayed by Judas and denied by Peter. After six trials Jesus was condemned and crucified! He was buried in the borrowed tomb of a disciple named Joseph of Arimathea. And there He lay.
The stage is now set for the most important event         recorded in human history.
With this in mind, there is no way for me to exaggerate the significance of the resurrection of Jesus Christ! The Scriptures are filled with prophetic details (OT) and eyewitness accounts (NT) of what happened when Jesus defeated & overcame death! Romans 4:25 emphasizes the importance of Jesus’ resurrection to our salvation! It says, Jesus was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. Then again in I Corinthians 15:17 Paul highlights this same key point! It says, And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; you are yet in your sins.


I. FIRST, Resurrection Hope Established – 28:1-10 

· Let’s read the Scriptures…

· This is not a myth, a fantasy, or a legend. IT IS A REAL EVENT! 

· We see a series of WITNESSES to Jesus’ resurrection.

· Resurrection HOPE includes these WITNESSES: 

1) Women… were the first to testify of Jesus’ empty tomb.   

2) Great/mega earthquake… God has His own way of signing off on His work!   

3) Angel… the Angel of the Lord! [Possibly Gabriel]  

4) Guards… testified that His body was gone.  

5) Lastly, but not least, Jesus Christ Himself testified to being raised from the dead in these Scriptures!

· HEREIN LAYS THE BEAUTY OF THE SCRIPTURES… ALL FOUR GOSPELS weave together a series of details guided by the Holy Spirit to validate Jesus’ resurrection providing for us RESURRECTION HOPE!

· The power of their testimonies lies in the fact that they ALL come to the same conclusion: THE TOMB IS EMPTY AND JESUS IS ALIVE! 

· Everything, from the devoted ladies and their witness to their dialogue with Jesus Himself highlights the fact that what Jesus promised and defended on many occasions actually came to pass! ALL OF IT! 

· Keep in mind that every detail is written under the banner of “That the Scriptures might be fulfilled” and “As HE said.”

· Matthew 26:56 (KJV) But ALL this was done, that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled. 

· Matthew 28:6 (KJV) He is not here: for He is raised, as He said. Come see the place where the Lord lay. 

· Paul adds in I Corinthians 15:3 “According to the Scriptures”  

· 28:6 ~ Life over death… “Come see…”

· 28:7 ~ Belief over unbelief… “Go… tell…”

· 28:8 ~ Hope over fear… “With fear and great joy…”

· KEY: BOTH HEAVEN AND EARTH validate that which happened at Joseph of Arimathea’s tomb on RESURRECTION DAY!  

· FIRST, Resurrection Hope Established – 28:1-10 


II. SECONDLY, Resurrection Hope Attacked – 28:11-15 

· QUESTION: Has anything changed from the first century? NOT AT ALL!

· We all know this but, the forces of evil never go away quietly!

· Those that opposed Jesus at every point in His ministry could not bring themselves to see the truth regarding HIS empty tomb!

· With their lives on the line they made up a story so that the religious authorities could save their lives.
· It was a lie then and it’s an even cheaper lie this morning. 

· CONSIDER THEIR TESTIMONY… These men were professional soldiers. Saying Jesus’ disciples came and stole His body was at best a long shot lie. WHY SO? If they were asleep, how would they know anyone stole Jesus’ body, much less Jesus’ disciples? How many holes can we poke in that lie? Then again, if the disciples stole Jesus’ body why they would do that and then die as martyrs for a lie they planned and carried out?  

· LET’S TAKE A DEEPER LOOK AT THEIR DEVIOUS TESTIMONY… FOLLOW THE MONEY is definitely in play here! What do you think? Paying off liars is as old as humanity! Judas found out how empty and vain blood money is! I can’t imagine what the lives of these soldiers was like after they lied about Jesus’ empty tomb and had to live with it! 

· Liars can’t always forget their lies, can they? I know I can recall some of the lies I’ve told in my 72 years of life. I’m not a gambler, but if I were, I would bet that at least some of these soldiers faced their own death remembering the lies they told about Jesus’ resurrection! I hope they repented and trusted JESUS! 

· One preacher called this scene “determined unbelief.”

· This is the first lie told regarding Jesus’ resurrection! GET THIS… It was generated by the “religious crowd.”  

· The soldiers must have had an amazing story… it could not get out!

· There was a payoff! THERE WAS A BRIBE! Again, follow the money!!! 

· What a HUGE cover up of Jesus’ resurrection! 
· Their lies… their cover-up would not work!!! 

· Their darkness turned to hard heartedness!

· Religion based upon money is worthless… IT’S BLOOD MONEY!

· Their track record spoke for itself! They perpetuated the lie that His disciples stole His body!

· QUESTION: Would Jesus’ disciples perpetuate a lie and then go out and be martyred for it??? REALLY? NO WAY! 

· The fact is this! It has NEVER been easy to be a disciple of Jesus! WILL THAT EVER CHANGE? NO!

· I often pray, “Lord, make me wise as a serpent and harmless as a dove.” I’ve recently amended my prayer, I now pray, “Lord, make me wise as a serpent, harmless as a dove and bold as a lion!” I like that better!!!

· FIRST, Resurrection Hope Established – 28:1-10 

· SECONDLY, Resurrection Hope Attacked – 28:11-15 


III. THIRDLY, Resurrection Hope Shared – 28:16-20 

· Matthew 28:16-20 (KJV) Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them. 17 And when they saw Him, they worshipped Him: but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 
· NOTE: JESUS’ WORDS… HIS FINAL WORDS MATTER! 

· Appointment/Authority/Assignment/Assurance]

· APPOINTMENT! [Just prior to Gethsemane] Jesus instructed them in Matthew 26:32 (KJV) But after I am risen again, I will go before you into Galilee. [Even before He died]

· ASSURANCE! Matthew 28:20 (KJV) Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

· THINK WITH ME FOR A MOMENT: Is silence an option for us as believers when it comes to Jesus’ resurrection? Is silence an option for His church, knowing that the souls of men, women and children hang in the balance? I don’t think so! And, I don’t believe you think so either!

· Every Christian and every church is obligated to obey these words of our Lord! Making disciples of the nations is Plan A, and there is no Plan B! 

· Glance back at Matthew 28:6-7 (KJV) He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 7 And go quickly, and tell His disciples that He is risen from the dead; and, behold, He goeth before you into Galilee; there shall you see Him: lo, I have told you.

· LET ME BE BOLD HERE… Any group of believers claiming to be a church of Jesus Christ that ignores and or neglects these words of Jesus is a disobedient church. They are NOT a church of Jesus Christ, they are simply playing church. Claiming to be a relational community is no substitute for being a missional community!!! Huddling up with an “us four and no more mentality” is not what Jesus had in mind when He gave us The Great Commission. [Acts 1-7 Judea,/ 8-9 Samaria,/ 10-28 the World] [Not simply history or a mystery, it’s REALITY]

· FIRST, Resurrection Hope Established – 28:1-10 

· SECONDLY, Resurrection Hope Attacked – 28:11-15 

· THIRDLY, Resurrection Hope Shared – 28:16-20 


IV. FOURTHLY, Resurrection Hope Empowered – Acts 1:8 

· Acts 1:8 (KJV) But you shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and you shall be witnesses unto ME both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 

· Jesus’ Appointment/Authority/Assignment/Assurance from Matthew 28 overflows into Acts 1 and 2 into the fullness of the Spirit and founding of His church!

· LESSON: We do not go SOLO; nor do we go in our own STRENGTH! 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]We are the church of Jesus Christ and we are enlisted and empowered to do His work for His glory and for His sake!!!

· Our EMPOWERMENT includes: A Mandate… A Message… A Method AND THE MIGHTY POWER OF GOD’S SPIRIT!

· FIRST, Resurrection Hope Established – 28:1-10 
· SECONDLY, Resurrection Hope Attacked – 28:11-15 
· THIRDLY, Resurrection Hope Shared – 28:16-20 
· FOURTHLY, Resurrection Hope Empowered – Acts 1:8
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