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“IT IS FINISHED”                                                            Scripture: John 19:30 Date: 3-24-24 Sunday AM
As He was dying Jesus made SEVEN statements from the cross…  
One ~ “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” Luke 23:34
Two ~ “Today you will be with Me in Paradise.” Luke 23:43 
Three ~ “Woman, behold your son.” John 19:26 [SPOKEN TO OTHERS]
Four ~ “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Matthew 27:46 [SPOKEN TO HIS FATHER]
Five ~ “I thirst!” John 19:28
Six ~ “It is finished!” John 19:30
Seven ~ “Into Your hands I commit My spirit.” Luke 23:46 [SPOKEN OF HIMSELF]

This morning I want us to focus on Jesus’ SIXTH statement found in John 19:30 “IT IS FINISHED!”
Let’s plumb the depths of this statement with THREE WORDS to assist us in our understanding of what Jesus meant when He said, “IT IS FINISHED!” 
Let’s consider these THREE WORDS: PLAN, PROVISION and PAYMENT



I. FIRST, THE WORD “PLAN”
· John 19:30 When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, He said, It is finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost. [Not arbitrary nor was it accidental]  

· FIRST, THE FATHER’S WILL – What does this mean? What and Who was behind Jesus’ awful humiliating death on a Roman cross?   

· LET’S GO BACK TO EDEN TO ANSWER THIS QUESTION… Genesis 3:21 Unto Adam also and to his wife (Eve) did the LORD God make coats of skins, and clothed them. (This is the first time blood was shed. It was a covering for Adam and Eve in their sinful state.) GOD DID IT! 

· Then again Peter preached this truth in Acts 2:22-24 You men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by Him in the midst of you, as you yourselves also know: 23 HIM, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, you have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: 24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that He should be holden of it. [How clear is this?]

· Note the clarity of John’s explanation in 1 John 4:14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.

· NOTE: The Father’s plan REQUIRED THE DEATH OF HIS ONE AND ONLY SON… JESUS CHRIST!

· SECONDLY, THE SON’S WORK [Testifies on His own behalf!] 

· Jesus speaks for Himself on this issue… John 4:34 Then Jesus explained: My nourishment comes from doing the will of God, who sent Me, and from finishing His work.

· Here’s Jesus again in John 9:4 I must work the works of Him that sent Me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work.

· Just before going to the cross Jesus prayed in John 17:4 I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do. [Jesus knew what was about to happen and He obeyed and fulfilled perfectly the Father’s plan perfectly!]

· Hebrews 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor; that HE by the grace of God should taste death for every man. 

· Romans 5:19 (KJV) For as by one man's disobedience (ADAM) many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one (JESUS) shall many be made righteous.

· Jesus died with words of triumph in His heart and on His lips!

· FIRST, THE WORD “PLAN”

[bookmark: _GoBack]II. SECONDLY, THE WORD “PROVISION”
· QUESTION: What was it that Jesus finished? REDEMPTION for fallen sinners like us!  

· Jesus took my place on the cross!!! PAYING MY SIN DEBT IN FULL! 
· Have you ever considered this before? Jesus was born to die. His death was the purpose of His life. In Matthew 1:21, the angel told Joseph that Jesus would save His people from their sins. The accomplishment of His death was the fulfillment of His mission.

· FIRST ~ Jesus died as a common criminal! Let this sink in! 

· Jesus died publicly as a common criminal between two guilty criminals. They were justly condemned for their crimes… He wasn’t! 

· Jesus had no sin or shame of His own. He was offered up as a perfect sacrifice for our sins. Suffering with the grossest of His day! 

· Matthew 27:44 The thieves (justly condemned for their crimes) also, which were crucified with Him, cast the same in His teeth. [They spoke abusively to Jesus!]

· Galatians 3:13 (KJV) Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.

· SECONDLY ~ Jesus was a sufficient sacrifice! 

· Peter testified in 1 Peter 2:24 He Himself (JESUS) bore our sins in His body on the tree that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed.

· 1 Peter 3:18 (KJV) For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the JUST for the unjust, that HE might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh (crucifixion), but quickened by the Spirit (resurrection):


· THIRDLY, Jesus satisfied His Father’s wrath!

· Isaiah 53:10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief…

· Romans 3:24-25 Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;

· 1 John 2:2 (KJV) And HE is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

· 1 John 4:10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

· “Propitiation” speaks of satisfaction and appeasement.  

· “Propitiation” means that God’s wrath against sin, demanded by His justice, is appeased on account of the death of Christ for sinners.” [Gary Long]

· POINT: The death of Christ both appeased and satisfied the Lord’s wrath while paying our sin debt in full! 

· Steven Lawson ~ “Salvation is not a reward for the righteous; it is a gift for the guilty.”

· FIRST, THE WORD “PLAN”

· SECONDLY, THE WORD “PROVISION”


III. LASTLY, THE WORD “PAYMENT” 
· “FINISHED” means “paid in full.” Jesus paid our sin debt IN FULL! JESUS DID THAT FOR YOU AND FOR ME!  

· Christianity has been called the “Bloody Religion.” It is messy for sure demanding the blood of Heaven’s Prince. Yet without His blood there is no forgiveness of sin! 

· “Finished” means “It is finished and always will be!”

· Jesus was our “once for all times” sacrifice for sins. There will never be another moment of humiliation for our Lord Jesus, only exaltation… Philippians 2:9-11 (KJV) Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

· “Tetelestai” ~ This one Greek word translates into three English words “IT IS FINISHED.” 

· Spurgeon explains, “Tetelestai means completing a task, accomplishing a goal, or finishing an assignment.” 

· In a practical way the word means “DONE.” However, at times we look at our relationship with God in terms of “DO.” While the Lord says, “It’s done.” 

· We tend to think it means “DO” which evolves into “DO MORE.” 

· TRUTH! Our relationship with the Lord is not based upon a “MERIT” system; it’s based upon God’s “MERCY!”      

· FIRST ~ All of my righteous efforts are totally insufficient!

· Romans 1:17 (KJV) For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.

· Romans 3:28 (KJV) Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the Law. 

· Galatians 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the Law: for by the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified.

· Paul with abundant clearness writes in Titus 3:5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;

· SECONDLY ~ Jesus’ righteous is totally/completely sufficient! 

· Human goodness is no match for the righteousness of Jesus Christ. Remember… Jesus was the Godman! He answered the call in His divinity and took the fall in His humanity! Jesus’ pure righteousness was the great equalizer which our unrighteous hearts required!

· I Corinthians 1:30 says, Jesus Christ is our righteousness! 

· God acted for our sake! That means God acted out of His love, to make it possible to remove the separation between us and Him: our sin. To accomplish this, God made Christ, who had never sinned during His life on earth in any way, to become our sin. Jesus' death, then, paid the price for our sin, removing our guilt and removing the obstacle between us and God. Instead of "being sin" ourselves, those who come to God through faith in Christ are given credit for Christ's righteous, sinless life. We "become God's righteousness" and are reconciled in our relationship with Him. [bibleref.com]

· Some of the last words that Jesus spoke fell hard on the ears of those that rejected Him and crucified Him! WOW! 

· THINK ABOUT IT! In John 19:30 Jesus said, “It is finished,” and He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.

· FIRST, THE WORD “PLAN”

· SECONDLY, THE WORD “PROVISION”

· LASTLY, THE WORD “PAYMENT”
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