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KNOWING GOD!                                                       Text: Jeremiah 9:23-26 Date: 2/25/24 Sunday AM 
Jeremiah 7-10 presents his “TEMPLE SERMON.” He went to “the gate of the Lord’s House” in Jerusalem. There he preached a powerful message of rebuke to the leaders and the people of Judah. He did exactly what the Lord told him to do. He saw results; but it was not a pleasant day at Jerusalem’s Temple. It was a very challenging day for both Jeremiah and Judah. Judah’s heart was exposed, as was the Lord’s. As you can imagine, Jeremiah’s words went like an arrow to the hearts of his hearers!
Here’s an excerpt from the message God gave to Jeremiah to deliver. Jeremiah 9:17-22 (KJV) Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Consider ye, and call for the mourning women, that they may come; and send for cunning women, that they may come: 18 And let them make haste, and take up a wailing for us, that our eyes may run down with tears, and our eyelids gush out with waters. 19 For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, How are we spoiled! we are greatly confounded, because we have forsaken the land, because our dwellings have cast us out. 20 Yet hear the word of the LORD, O ye women, and let your ear receive the word of his mouth, and teach your daughters wailing, and everyone her neighbor lamentation. 21 For death is come up into our windows, and is entered into our palaces, to cut off the children from without, and the young men from the streets. 22 Speak, Thus saith the LORD, Even the carcases of men shall fall as dung upon the open field, and as the handful after the harvestman, and none shall gather them.
As he shared, Jeremiah felt conflicting emotions concerning his people. Lying, deceit, treachery, adultery, and idolatry had become common sins. He was angered by their sin, but he had compassion, too. He was set apart from them by his mission for God, but he was also one of them. Jesus had similar feelings when he stood before Jerusalem and wept knowing that the city that would reject him.  [LASB]
I. FIRST, The VANITY of Man – 9:23

II. SECONDLY, The PRIORITY of GOD – 9:24

III. THIRDLY, The REALITY of Judgment – 9:25-26

I. FIRST, The VANITY of Man – 9:23

· Jeremiah 9:23 (KJV) Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory/boast/brag about in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches:

· 9:23 ~ First, The Declaration of God – “Thus saith the LORD”

· God is speaking… He’s calling out Judah for resisting Him! 

· This entire conversation is initiated by the LORD! He is saying “STOP” and “LISTEN” to what I am saying! He peers into the heart of man and tells him not to glory in temporal things… not to make life about himself! 

· The Lord sees and knows our hearts. He knows what we desire… what we strive for… what motivates us… what we live for!

· NOT one of the THREE things God highlights here are ETERNAL. ONLY the wisdom, might and riches of GOD last forever. ALL three of these are found in CHRIST, not in the achievements of mankind!  

· 9:23 ~ Secondly, The Description of Man – REMEMBER… God knows us from the inside out!

· Jeremiah 9:23 (KJV) Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 

· We often act independent of God. 

· We act as if we are sufficient within ourselves.

· We’re confident at running our own lives without God.  

· We assume we are complete and whole without the LORD! 

· The Lord notes THREE UNIQUE PURSUITS/GOALS of mankind.

· It’s easy to misuse these especially when we use them to satisfy ourselves or to elevate ourselves above others. 

· There is nothing wrong with these qualities and pursuits. These things are desirable within themselves. We can enjoy ALL three… wisdom, power and wealth.

· Wisdom is good… Might is good… Riches are good… when they are used for the right purposes. 

· I might add here… FIRE is great in a backyard fire pit, but not so good on your kitchen stove!

· THE ISSUE IS THIS: When we use wisdom, power and wealth to facilitate freedom from God that’s when we get into trouble. We abuse and misuse the wonderful blessings of God!

· Each of these is useful in life. They are desirable as we live life. But if they are abused they can be destructive, even fatal. 

· FIRST, The VANITY of Man – 9:23

II. SECONDLY, The PRIORITY of GOD – 9:24

· Jeremiah 9:24 (KJV) BUT let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understands and knows Me that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD.

· The Lord continues to speak through Jeremiah. His first word “BUT” is meant to reset our course.

· BUT points us to the PRIORITY of life! The Lord redirects our thinking.  

· FIRST, RELATIONAL Truth – Knowing WHO God is! 

· 9:23 ~ Addresses God’s Authority over my life and yours!

· In Scripture, “knowledge” implies an intimate relationship, not just awareness! 

· “Understanding/Knowledge” in this sense is pictured in the consummation of marriage vows (Gen 4:1, 17; Matt 1:25; John 10:14, 15). [Adam knew his wife Eve]

· The Lord is NOT speaking of a superficial knowledge, OR a mere surface awareness of facts about God. 

· NOT AT ALL! Jeremiah is pointing us to a genuine, personal sharing of life with our GOD, based on repentance from sin and personal faith in Him.

· God is saying that believers do not merely know about Him, but that they actually know Him and can speak of God in terms of relationship realities not merely factual statements.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
· As children of God, we can BOAST is in the fact that we have a relationship with God through His Son Jesus Christ. 

· Jesus said in John 17:3 (KJV) And this is life eternal, that they might know YOU the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom YOU have sent.

· Chip Ingram writes: “Our distorted view of God is at the root of all of our problems.  We’ve created a god in our minds who only faintly resembles the God of Scripture.  These mental idols comfort our emotions, but they are powerless to deliver us from evil or transform our lives.  Left to ourselves, we tend to reduce God to manageable terms.  In other words, we shrink Him.  Faced with this awesome, all-knowing, all-powerful, holy God, the exposure makes us so uncomfortable that we turn on our mental compactors and shrink Him…we try to tame Him, or we seek to manage Him…we invent a new deity who will submit to our wishes…instead of falling down as servants before this awesome God, we try to get Him to be our servant so we can use Him for our purposes…we make Him accountable to us rather than humbly realizing we are completely accountable to Him.”
· SECONDLY, ETERNAL Truth – Know WHAT He is like

· 9:24 – Addresses God’s Attributes in His person 

· Jeremiah 9:24 (KJV) But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD.

· QUESTION: What’s an attribute? An attribute is what you “attribute to someone.”  Specifically, God’s attributes are those character qualities that uniquely define WHO He is and WHAT He is like. [Brian Bill]

· EVERYTHING about our relationship centers upon these attributes of God’s nature. NO ONE HUMAN BEING CAN BE DESCRIBED WITH THESE IN PERFECTION. 

· A.W. Pink explains “He is solitary in majesty, unique in His excellency, peerless in His perfection. He sustains all, but is Himself independent of all. He gives to all, but is aided by none.”

· So then, we mere mortals, mere creatures CAN “understand and know” God, that God permits, indeed invites and assures of it.

· What God particularly declares is that we should glory in this reality… MAKE THIS RELATIONSHIP OUR MAIN PRIORITY IN LIFE.  

· This understanding and knowledge of God brings JOY to the soul of man! We will express this to God, but also with one another, and indeed before all.

· FIRST, The VANITY of Man – 9:23

· SECONDLY, The PRIORITY of GOD – 9:24


III. THIRDLY, The REALITY of Judgment – 9:25-26 

· ACCOUNTABILITY MATTERS! Here comes Da Judge!

· 9:25 ~ FIRST, The SPIRITUAL Nature of the Judgment

· Jeremiah 9:25 (KJV) Behold/Listen Up!, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will punish ALL them which are circumcised with the uncircumcised;

· Jeremiah 9:25 Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will punish all who though circumcised [outwardly, in the flesh] are still uncircumcised [IN THEIR HEARTS!] 

· ACCOUNTABILITY MATTERS! Here comes Da Judge!

· Better said… The heart of the matter is the matter of the heart! 

· AGAIN, GOD took the initiative and reminds Judah/and us that judgment is on the horizon. 

· Following the rules, rituals and routines of religion has never saved even ONE soul! On the other hand, it has confused and condemned many!

· Living life on your own means that you face the consequences of life without God. [The Principle of sowing and reaping brings consequences for the saved and unsaved alike!]

· Jesus said in Matthew 15:8-9 (ESV) “‘This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me; 9 In vain do they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’” 

· 9:26 ~ SECONDLY, The UNIVERSAL Nature of the Judgment 

· 9:26 ~ Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the children of Ammon, and Moab, and all that are in the utmost corners that dwell in the wilderness: for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart.

· Judah ignored the Lord’s warnings of doom and boasted in their wisdom, military prowess, and other things, all insufficient and untrustworthy. 

· JEREMIAH’S RESPONSE? Jeremiah compassionately tells them that their confidence in themselves is misplaced; their salvation could only come through the knowledge of God.

· Psalm 8:4 (KJV) What is man, that YOU are mindful of him? and the son of man, that YOU would visit him?

· FIRST, The VANITY of Man – 9:23

· SECONDLY, The PRIORITY of GOD – 9:24

· THIRDLY, The REALITY of Judgment – 9:25-26
