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[bookmark: _GoBack]PURSUING GOD IN A CRISIS!                                         Text: Jeremiah 9:1-11 Date: 2/18/24 Sunday AM 
We all are broken at times. Sometimes we are beyond broken to shattered! Jeremiah was that man! Maybe that’s you here this morning. Jeremiah was broken but he was also on God’s side. One magnificent lesson we learn from Jeremiah is that the Lord is always close to the broken hearted. Does that make sense to you? It might not! Yet that was the case with God’s weeping prophet! Even with Jeremiah in a broken condition we can also see that GOD was right there with him in the midst of his brokenness. So, if you are broken here today, take heart and rest in the fact that the Lord is near to those with a broken heart. Psalm 34:18 (NKJV) The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a contrite spirit. Today we’re going to look at Jeremiah’s situation and see how God uses him in his broken condition. 
Admittedly, our broken hearted friend has a tough task before him. His testimony precedes him. He’s known as the “Weeping Prophet.” As you can imagine Jeremiah doesn’t have many friends if any. The fact that God’s judgment is due with no repentance in sight is a scary thing for him to contemplate. It appears that Judah is hard hearted, defiant and refuses to repent and turn to the Lord.  
How serious is God about holding Judah accountable? Consider this… His strongest warnings and judgments are directed toward Judah’s teachers, prophets and priests, those who claim to speak for God and yet deny Him with their words and actions. Churches leaders cannot afford to trivialize, ignore, and remove words of Scripture, simply because they are unpopular or difficult.
“They dress the wound of My people
    as though it were not serious.
“Peace, peace,” they say,
    when there is no peace.
Are they ashamed of their detestable conduct?
    No, they have no shame at all;
    they do not even know how to blush.
So they will fall among the fallen;
    they will be brought down when they are punished,
says the Lord.” (8:11-13)

I. First, Jeremiah’s Brokenness – 9:1-2
II. Secondly, Judah’s Sinfulness – 9:3-6
III. Thirdly, Jehovah’s Faithfulness – 9:7-11 

I. First, We see Jeremiah’s Brokenness – 9:1-2
· 9:1 ~ FIRST, Jeremiah’s Relief

· Jeremiah 9:1 (KJV) Oh that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my people! [This is not momentary sadness! It is momentous brokenness!]

· Chapter 9 is the result of Jeremiah’s lament in 8:18-22 (KJV) When I would comfort myself against sorrow, my heart is faint in me. 19 Behold the voice of the cry of the daughter of my people because of them that dwell in a far country: Is not the LORD in Zion? Is not her king in her? Why have they provoked ME to anger with their graven images, and with strange vanities? 20 The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved. 21 For the hurt of the daughter of my people am I hurt; I am black; astonishment hath taken hold on me. 22 Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? Why then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered? THIS IS BROKENNESS!

· Jeremiah’s grief is so profound that he pleads for relief from his brokenness. 

· His tears are the fruit of his prayers for his people. He sees that the people of God are seeking to satisfy themselves with the temporal fruits of the world. They’ve become careless in their carnal worldly pursuits. This gluttonous spirit has led them into a gross selfishness which is displayed by how they treat others around them. 

· Paul and Jeremiah, though separated by hundreds of years, could have been prayer partners. 

· Listen as Paul pours out his heart for Israel. Romans 9:1-3 (KJV) I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, 2  That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. 3  For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: 

· There is no such thing as store brand brokenness… there is no generic brokenness! He’s heartbroken for his people!

· 9:2 ~ SECOND, Jeremiah’s Retreat 

· 9:2 ~ Oh that I had in the wilderness a lodging place of wayfaring men; that I might leave my people, and go from them! For they be all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men. [Spiritually and fleshly adultery]

· “Even a lonely lodging in the desert was preferable to the soul anguish he experienced in the midst of his people.” (Feinberg)

· He was broken/devastated over their spiritual adultery regarding their relationship with the Lord. 

· Who enjoys being around self-centered people empowered by devious motivations? Jeremiah preferred being alone with GOD in much less desirable surroundings. 

· Jesus too cried out to His people! Matthew 23:37-39 (KJV) O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you that kill the prophets, and stone them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, and you would not! 38 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 39 For I say unto you, you shall not see Me henceforth, till you shall say, Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.

· First, Notice Jeremiah’s Brokenness – 9:1-2

II. Secondly, Notice Judah’s Sinfulness – 9:3-6 

· Jeremiah 9:3-6 (KJV) And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not Me, saith the LORD. 4 Take ye heed every one of his neighbor, and trust ye not in any brother: for every brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbor will walk with slanders. 5 And they will deceive everyone his neighbor, and will not speak the truth: they have taught their tongue to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit iniquity. 6 Thine habitation is in the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know Me, saith the LORD. 

· Verses 3-9 contain a catalog of Judah’s sins. Spiritual adultery and physical adultery (v2), treachery and falsehood (v2-3), deceit and slander - even against their neighbors (v4-5), refusal to know God (v6), and planning evil against people and hiding it behind friendly masks (v8). For these sins, God would test and try them in His crucible (v7). They would be punished (v9). [growingchristians.org]

· Their words, deeds and actions all tell their story. They’ve chosen a path AWAY from the Lord in rebellion against HIM. “Please me” is their mantra. “Make me” the center of attention. “GIVE ME” my way! There’s no such thing as “Burger King” Christianity!

· Their lifestyles exposed their true heart condition. Everything about them made it clear that they wanted nothing to do with the LORD!  

· QUESTION: What are we seeing here? 

· SIN OFTEN GOES FROM BAD TO WORSE! Lying became habitual, essential to maintaining their lifestyle.  They refuse to recognize the Truth at virtually any level. They intentionally nursed patterns of deceit and treachery to take advantage of those around them. Exploitation motivated them!  

· They wore their rejection of God on their faces. Their countenances revealed their rebellion against God! It’s obvious in their language/speech. It’s also obvious by how they treated others as well. Their words/deeds put the corruption of their hearts on display. 

· First, Notice Jeremiah’s Brokenness – 9:1-2

· Secondly, Notice Judah’s Sinfulness – 9:3-6
III. Thirdly, Notice Jehovah’s Faithfulness – 9:7-11 

· Jeremiah 9:7 (KJV) Therefore thus saith the “LORD of Hosts”, Behold, I will melt them, and try them; for how shall I do for the daughter of My people? 

· 9:7 ~ “LORD of HOSTS” ~ (The) Self-Existent or Eternal; Jehovah, Jewish national name of God: - Jehovah, the Lord. [Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary]

· God reached out to Judah with an olive branch, offering hope and peace. Judah’s return to Him would be based upon their repentant hearts with changed lives as evidence before Him. 

· The Lord’s punishment is corrective rather than retributive. The terms used are those of the refiner of metals, the first being the smelting to separate the pure metal from the ore; the second the testing to see whether the metal is pure, or still mixed with alloy. God puts His nation through the crucible of tribulation, that whatever is evil being consumed in the fire, all there is in them of good may be purified. [Barnes' Notes on the Old Testament.]

· The Lord has faithfully wooed His wayward people. Notice how He exposes their true heart condition. His gracious invitations throw light upon their inner depravity! 

· 9:8 ~ Their tongue is as an arrow shot out; it speaketh deceit: one speaketh peaceably to his neighbor with his mouth, but in heart he layeth his wait. Their sin extends to their neighbors!

· QUESTION: 9:9 ~ Shall I not visit them for these things? Saith the LORD: shall not My soul be avenged on such a nation as this? 
· ANSWER: 9:10 ~ For the mountains will I take up a weeping and wailing, and for the habitations of the wilderness a lamentation, because they are burned up, so that none can pass through them; neither can men hear the voice of the cattle; both the fowl of the heavens and the beast are fled; they are gone. 

· God’s punishment of Judah involved removing the people from the Land that He had given them - the Land of promise and blessing. The cultivated fields and pastures would be laid waste, the cattle would be stolen, and even the birds and beasts would flee the land (v10). 

· 9:11 ~ And I will make Jerusalem heaps, and a den of dragons/jackals; and I will make the cities of Judah desolate, without an inhabitant.

· Jerusalem, the heart of the nation, would become a heap of ruins, and the cities of Judah would become ghost towns (v11).

· God sees their hearts… God knows their motives… God acts on the basis of His promises through Jeremiah and Judah’s hard-hearted refusal to repent and return to HIM! 

· God is never out of control or embittered or immobilized or forgetful of divine commitments. Yet, this God is in a genuine relationship with the people of Judah, engages in genuine interaction with them, and is affected deeply by what happens in this engagement. [enterthebible.org]

· These Scriptures remind me so much of Jesus as He seeks out sinners. Jesus patiently pursued the lost! He reached out and called; he that has an ear to hear; let him hear! Jesus came to offer Himself as a sacrifice for our sins. 


· First, Notice Jeremiah’s Brokenness – 9:1-2

· Secondly, Notice Judah’s Sinfulness – 9:3-6

· Thirdly, Notice Jehovah’s Faithfulness – 9:7-11 


 

