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JESUS CHRIST: THE STORY BEHIND THE STORY                                                 Text: Philippians 2:5-11 Date: 12-24-23 Service: Sunday AM
Jesus Christ is at the center of Scripture from Genesis through Revelation.
If you take Jesus out of the Bible you destroy it!
If you take Jesus out of the Bible you destroy God’s Revelation of Himself!
If you take Jesus out of the Bible you destroy its Gospel message!
With Jesus at the center of the Bible we have the Incarnate Word!
You could say it this way… The Bible is the Written Word of God and Jesus is the Incarnate Word of God!

I. FIRST, WE SEE JESUS CHRIST HUMBLED – 2:5-8
· Philippians 2:5-8 (KJV) Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

· God’s Word is often described as being CHRISTOCENTRIC. CHRISTOCENTRIC means ALL Scripture provides us with a unique revelation of who Jesus Christ is! 

· Essentially Paul says that, God humbled JESUS as the payment for our sins.

· Max Lucado describes Jesus’ humiliation… God became a man. While the creatures of earth walked unaware, Divinity arrived. Heaven opened herself and placed her most precious one in a human womb. The omnipotent, in one instant, made himself breakable. He who had been spirit became pierceable. He who was larger than the universe became an embryo. And he who sustains the world with a word chose to be dependent upon the nourishment of a young girl. God as a fetus. Holiness sleeping in a womb. The creator of life being created. Bloodstained royalty. A God with tears. A creator with a heart. God became earth’s mockery to save his children. How absurd to think that such nobility would go to such poverty to share such a treasure with such thankless souls. But he did. In fact, the only thing more absurd than the gift is our stubborn unwillingness to receive it.

· PONDER THIS TRUTH! Jesus became sin for us! 2 Corinthians 5:21 (KJV) For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.

· Dwight Edwards writes, “Out of love for us and the joy set before Him, He released His grip on equality with the Father and began sliding down the rope of humiliation.”

· Hebrews 12:2 (KJV) Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

· Jesus slid down the rope of death ultimately humbling Himself for the entire world to see!!!
· Then again, Paul expresses it this way from 2 Corinthians 8:9 (KJV) For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich.

· Instead of clinging to His exalted position, He temporarily emptied Himself of: 

· His divine glory.

· His independent authority.

· He chose to limit His divine power.

· His eternal riches, He became poor.

· In Matthew 27:45-46 Jesus’ describes for everyone to hear his humiliation on the cross (KJV) Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? That is to say, My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?

· FIRST, WE SEE JESUS CHRIST HUMBLED – 2:5-8


II. SECONDLY, WE SEE JESUS CHRIST EXALTED – 2:9-11
· Read with me Philippians 2:9-11 (KJV) Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Here God exalts JESUS as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords!!!
· The Father clearly exalts His Son Jesus in His Name, in His Fame and in this glorious Claim!

· Jesus is exalted and magnified as Savior, Victor, Mediator! AND ultimately as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords!!!

· QUESTION: How should we respond? “Every knee should bow” and “every tongue should confess.” WHY?

· QUESTION: Have you ever bowed before anyone? 

· There is an order here… notice it! 

· 2:10… “every knee should bow”

· 2:11… “every tongue should confess” 

· Note: The bowing comes before the confessing! 

· QUESTION: Is it possible that the order is intentional? 

· YES! It represents the truest posture of our hearts as God’s children. It’s a total and complete reversal of the human condition. It ultimately speaks of LORDSHIP in terms of worship and ownership! 

· POINT: Lordship requires both… bowing and confessing!

· THE KNEE AND THE MOUTH AGREE THAT JESUS IS LORD… THEY SPEAK FOR THE HEART… Picturing the surrender of our total person!

· POINT: LORDSHIP is essential in your life as a believer!

· Paul calls us to adopt JESUS’ attitude, having the same readiness to deny our "selfish ambition or vain conceit" for the sake of Jesus, the Gospel and for the sake of other believers. 

· C.H. Spurgeon explains, “The lower HE stoops to save us, the higher we ought to lift HIM in our adoring reverence. Blessed be HIS name, HE stoops, and stoops, and stoops, and, when HE reaches our level, and becomes man, HE still stoops, and stoops, and stoops lower and deeper yet.”

· His Horror and His Honor,

· His Blood and Beauty,

· His Cross and His Throne,

· His Crucifixion and His Coronation,

· His Humiliation and His Exaltation,

· Man’s worst act and God’s best act!

· This humility of Jesus maximized His vulnerability… it had to be so for our redemption… Jesus tasted DEATH for you my friend!

· Hebrews 2:9 (KJV) But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor; that HE by the grace of God should taste death for every man. 

· Let me explain… Before His ultimate GLORIFICATION on the throne at the right hand of the Father, Jesus had to make a stop at His place of ultimate HUMILIATION – THE CROSS!

· The contrast between Jesus humiliation and His exaltation actually intensifies and magnifies HIS GLORY!
· GET THIS… Paul’s teaching here lifts JESUS beyond His RESURRECTION TO HIS ASCENCION to HIS FATHER’S RIGHT HAND!!!

· HYMN WRITER… All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ Name… All hail the power of Jesus' name! Let angels’ prostrate fall; bring forth the royal diadem, and crown Him Lord of all. Bring forth the royal diadem and crown Him Lord of all. 

· The Scriptures leave us with these choices… WE CAN BOW AND CONFESS JESUS TODAY AS LORD OR FACE HIM LATER AS OUR JUDGE!

· God’s Word is filled with invitations for us to come to HIM…. Listen to 2 Corinthians 6:2 (AMP) … behold, now is the day of salvation! 

· William Barclay gives each of us this invitation, “Jesus won the hearts of men, not by blasting them with power, but by showing them a love they could not resist. At the sight of this person who laid His glory by for men and loved them to the extent of dying for them on a cross, men’s hearts are melted and their resistance is broken down. When men worship Jesus Christ, they fall at His feet in wondering love. They do not say, ‘I cannot resist a might like that,’ but, ‘Love so amazing, so divine, demands my life, my soul, my all.’ Worship is founded, not on fear, but on love.”

· FIRST, WE SEE JESUS CHRIST IN HIS HUMBLED – 2:5-8

· SECONDLY, WE SEE JESUS CHRIST EXALTED – 2:9-11
