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CHRISTMAS… God’s Miraculous Promises!                       Text: Matthew 1:1-17 Date: 12/10/2023 Sunday: AM

Birth records are interesting, aren’t they? Cemeteries are too! 
Have you ever just wondered around in a cemetery looking at names and dates? I have!
Have you ever traced your family tree/history? I have… a little!
Some people invest tremendous amounts of time and money plundering their past looking up relatives and interesting things about them! Some people are simply interested in knowing more about their family background. 
Ironically enough Matthew under the Spirit’s guidance builds his Gospel around Jesus and His Jewish roots.
One of my pastor friends described Matthew’s genealogy as, “Unique, ain’t nothing like it!” 
Question: Why did Matthew begin with Jesus’ genealogy?
Answer: Some violently questioned Jesus Jewish roots. Knowing that, Matthew traces Jesus’ Messianic roots back to Abraham and David. 
For example in John 7:20 (KJV) The people answered and said, Thou hast a devil: who goeth about to kill thee?
In John 8… For the Jewish leaders, Jesus family tree was a point of controversy!
John 8:41 (KJV) … “Then said they to Him, We be not born of fornication; we have one Father, even God.”
The Jews mockingly told Jesus to His face, "You were born of fornication!"
They saw Jesus as illegitimate, totally unworthy to be their Messiah, the son of fornicators!
John 8:48 (KJV) Then answered the Jews, and said unto Him, Say we not well that thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil?
Therefore, Matthew proves that Jesus Christ was Israel’s Messiah and her rightful King!
Keep this in mind, the Jews greatly respected Abraham and David.
They saw Abraham as their Father. [Abrahamic Covenant]
They saw David as their King. [Davidic Covenant]
Matthew’s Gospel validates Jesus as the Jew’s Messiah, the rightful Heir to the Throne of Israel.
More specifically, Matthew’s genealogy proves that Jesus Christ fulfilled the prophetic promises of both the Abrahamic and Davidic Covenants as the King of the Jews. 

I. First, Jesus’ Genealogy and Abraham – 1:1-6a
· Matthew 1:1-6 (KJV) The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 2 Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren; 3 And Judas begat Phares and Zara of Thamar; and Phares begat Esrom; and Esrom begat Aram; 4 And Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat Naasson; and Naasson begat Salmon; 5 And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat Jesse; 6 And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias; (Bathsheba) 

· Genesis 12:1-3 (KJV) Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2 And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3 And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.
· God is at the console orchestrating His plans.

· Genesis 12:3 tosses in this detail… through ABRAHAM “shall all families of the earth be blessed.” 

· Genesis 15:6 says, “Abraham believed in the LORD; and HE counted it to him for righteousness.”

· Ultimately, this is where JESUS takes center stage!!! 

· Through Abraham’s Israel Jesus came forth!

· This is PROOF of Jesus RACIAL CONNECTION to God’s promises to Israel.

· Matthew 1:1-17... Includes long seasons of waiting... centuries even. Which we don’t like!!!

· PROMISE (Genesis 12) GAP fulfillment (Matthew 1) = WAITNG… family histories are part of the storyline. 
 
· Malachi in OT >GAP> Matthew in NT… called the “400 Silent Years.” 

· My point is this… God has a global plan… an individual plan of salvation by grace through faith. John’s Revelation tells us in Revelation 5:9-10 (KJV) And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.

· First, Jesus’ Genealogy and Abraham – 1:1-6a


II. Secondly, Jesus’ Genealogy and David – 1:6b-11
· Matthew 1:6-11 (KJV) And Jesse begat David the king; and David the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias; 7 And Solomon begat Roboam; and Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa; 8 And Asa begat Josaphat; and Josaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat Ozias; 9 And Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham begat Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezekias; 10 And Ezekias begat Manasses; and Manasses begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias; 11 And Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren, about the time they were carried away to Babylon:

· Not only does Israel’s coming King need PROOF of His race, He needs PROOF of His royalty!

· That’s JESUS!

· Here we see PROOF of Jesus’ ROYAL FULFILLMENT of God’s Messianic promises to Israel.

· Matthew sends a clear message… [No fuzzy edges!] JESUS IS CLEARLY CONNECTED TO FATHER ABRAHAM AND TO KING DAVID!

· BUT… The picture gets a little messy here, doesn’t it?

· Follow me carefully… this is not “fine print!”

· Matthew points out that “David the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias.” [Bathsheba]

· Looking back at Matthew 1:1-5 THREE WOMEN are included in Jesus’ genealogy… Thamar vs.3, Rachab vs.5 and Ruth vs.5.

· 1:6 ~ Here we see a FOURTH WOMAN Bathsheba… as I said things get somewhat messy here with Jesus’ connection to David.
· LESSON: BOTH Abraham and David were sinners, so were their descendants, HERE GOD MANIFESTS HIS GRACE!

· You are probably thinking something like this: “Pastor Mike, Some of these people are sinful.” [Men and women!] You’re right… They’re ALL sinners just like you and me!

· These names also accent God’s intended work of salvation among the Gentiles.  

· The Holy Spirit does not hide the sin that taints the souls of men but neither does He hide the brightness of GOD’S GRACE either!

· Question: Isn’t it interesting that Jesus carried this tag with Him throughout His short life and ministry?

· In Matthew 9:9-13 (KJV) And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed him. 10 And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners? 12 But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. 13 But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. [Let these beautiful words echo through your heart and mind!]

· First, Jesus’ Genealogy and Abraham – 1:1-6a

· Secondly, Jesus’ Genealogy and David – 1:6b-11


III. Thirdly, Jesus’ Genealogy and Israel – 1:12-15
· [bookmark: _GoBack]By now you’re probably thinking that this genealogy and these names are here by divine design? YOU ARE 100% CORRECT! 

· Matthew 1:12-15 (KJV) And after they were brought to Babylon, Jechonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat Zorobabel; 13 And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor; 14 And Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat Achim; and Achim begat Eliud; 15 And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob;

· Let’s add Matthew 1:11 to these verses (KJV) And Josias begat Jechonias and his brethren, about the time they were carried away to Babylon:

· This 70 Years of Babylonian Captivity is a time of multiplied darkness for God’s people! 

· Some call these 70 years “Israel’s Dark Ages!” 

· This “GAP” of disgrace marks Israel while they wait for the Messiah/Deliverer! It includes sinful times of idolatry, rebellion, disobedience and apostasy where Israel as a nation turns away from her GOD and is judged!

· You might be thinking, “REALLY, WHERE IS GOD IN ALL OF THIS?”

· Even when Israel was disobedient to God HE was at work.

· We see here God’s preservation of His “Chosen People.” It’s ALL based upon His promises to Abraham in Genesis 12. 

· TRUTH: God is a Covenant Maker and a Covenant Keeper!

· Our Lord Jesus is the fulfillment of this promise of God to David in 2 Samuel 7:14-16 (KJV) I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and with the stripes of the children of men: 15 But my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee. 16 And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established forever before thee: thy throne shall be established forever.

· As time marches on, in the midst of all the noise, and in the face of many devious distractions, God speaks in a “still small voice.”

· In the darkness HE sends forth brilliant light… A PURE, BRILLIANT AND HOLY LIGHT! 

· First, Jesus’ Genealogy and Abraham – 1:1-6a

· Secondly, Jesus’ Genealogy and David – 1:6b-11

· Thirdly, Jesus’ Genealogy and Israel – 1:12-15

IV. Lastly, Jesus’ Genealogy and Joseph – 1:16-17
· Let’s read Matthew 1:16-17 (KJV) And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ. 17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from David until the carrying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and from the carrying away into Babylon unto Christ are fourteen generations.

· Our incredible journey through time brings us to the first century where Israel is occupied by world empire ROME!

· You cannot help but see that in 1:16 Joseph IS NOT called the “father of Jesus” but the “husband of Mary”. 
· Noticeably, Matthew does not say Joseph “begat” Jesus!

· WHY NOT? The Scripture emphasizes the fact that Joseph is the “LEGAL FATHER” of Jesus not his “NATURAL FATHER.”

· This highlights the Virgin Birth recorded in Matthew 1:18-25!

· John MacArthur sums it up perfectly, “The national genealogy of Jesus is one of mingled glory and pathos, heroism, and disgrace, renown and obscurity. Israel falls, stagnates and finally rejects and crucifies the Messiah that God sent to them. BUT GOD IN HIS INFINITE GRACE YET SENT HIS MESSIAH THROUGH THEM.” 

· First, Jesus’ Genealogy and Abraham – 1:1-6a

· Secondly, Jesus’ Genealogy and David – 1:6b-11

· Thirdly, Jesus’ Genealogy and Israel – 1:12-15

· Lastly, Jesus’ Genealogy and Joseph – 1:16-17

