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JONAH… the Rebellious Prophet!                                             Text: Jonah 1:1-3 Date: 5/1/22 Sunday AM 
The Book of Jonah is known by many as “a famous fish story.”
It’s also known for the fact that one of God’s prophets ran from his ministry only to be retrieved by God’s specially designed “big fish.”
One writer humorously identified Jonah as "The Chicken of the Sea."
We could call him “one whale of a preacher.”
We could also say, “Jonah went a little overboard in his ministry.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jonah’s autobiography might be called, Jaws' The Inside Story.                                                                                       
Going beyond everything we’ve said so far, JONAH is really a special story from God to us about His incredible mercy!
Consider Jeremiah’s words in Lamentations 3:22-23 (KJV) It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. 23 They are new every morning: great is Thy faithfulness.
“Jonah is the only Old Testament character with whom Jesus Christ compared Himself directly.” Frank E. Gaebelein [Matthew 12]
Jonah 1:9 says Jonah was a PROPHET of “the God of Heaven.” 
BUT Jonah ran from God’s PLAN for his life!
Jonah is the only prophet of God to defy the Lord and His calling and to deny sinners the privilege of hearing God’s merciful message of redemption!
There are 48 verses in the book of Jonah and the great fish is mentioned only 4 times. GOD is mentioned 38 times.
KEY REMINDER: The book of Jonah is about GOD and His merciful nature! It's about the will of God and how we respond to it. It's also about the love of God and how we share it with others.

I’d like to think that these FOUR WORDS CHARACTERIZE THE BOOK OF JONAH: Mystery… Misery… Ministry… MERCY!

Our message today includes: 
First, we see Jonah’s Prophetic Office – 1:1
Secondly, we see Jonah’s Profound Opportunity – 1:2
Thirdly, we see Jonah’s Personal Opposition – 1:3 

I. First, we see Jonah’s Prophetic Office – 1:1
 
· Jonah 1:1 (KJV) Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 

· 1:1 ~ represents the Biographical section of Jonah. [It tells us who Jonah was.]

· 1:1 ~ Notice that God does as He normally would. He gives His Word to His prophet! This is all normal! [God has a Word for each of us as well!] 
 
· Jonah = “Dove” ~  Amittai = “Truth”

· Jonah was a prophet of God in the Northern Kingdom of Israel during the reign of Jeroboam II [793-753BC] The NK always had wicked kings and Jeroboam II was no exception! 

· We see this from the only other text in the OT that refers to Jonah. 2 Kings 14:23-27 (KJV) In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel began to reign in Samaria, and reigned forty and one years. 24 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD: he departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. 25 He restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, according to the word of the LORD God of Israel, which He spake by the hand of His servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the prophet, which was of Gathhepher. 26 For the LORD saw the affliction of Israel, that it was very bitter: for there was not any shut up, nor any left, nor any helper for Israel. 27 And the LORD said not that He would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven: but He saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash. [What a gracious God we serve!]

· Jonah’s ministry and message were fruitful and faithful to the work of God. He and Israel saw God’s grace manifested in a wonderful way! Yet, in spite of this God’s man chose to run away from the Lord’s will for his life! [Grace=underserved & unmerited favor from God]

· First, we see Jonah’s Prophetic Office – 1:1

II. Secondly, we see Jonah’s Profound Opportunity – 1:2

· Jonah 1:2 (KJV) [This is the “word of the Lord] ”Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before Me.

· 1:2 ~ represents the Missional section of Jonah’s book. 

· God’s mission for Jonah was definitely a unique mission! As we learned from II Kings 14, Jonah ministered to the Hebrews in the NK. It was a bad time when only bad kings ruled! Yet, Jonah was used of the Lord! 

· But here in this small 4 chapter narrative, God was doing something special with His man. God was sending Jonah to a foreign/gentile power… to a wicked nation! 

· Normally, God’s prophets were sent to their own people. BUT this time it’s different!!! Really Different!!! Scary different!!! 

· POINT: Whatever the case, when we’ve received grace, God expects us to extend grace! [Let’s dig a little deeper!]

· 1:2 ~ FIRST, The Call - “Arise” “Go” “Cry” defines what the Lord commands Jonah to do!

· “ARISE” is the primary command given here! Thus, the word is used three times here in chapter 1. 

· 1:2 ~ God commanded Jonah, "Arise!" The imperatives “arise!” and “cry out!” are repeated from v. 2 for ironic effect. The captain’s words [1:6 – an echo!] would have rung in Jonah’s ears as a stinging reminder that the Lord had uttered them once before. Jonah was hearing them again because he had disobeyed them before.

· 1:2 ~ SECONDLY, The City – “Nineveh” “that great city” 

· This is a PAGAN city… cruel place… hate filled brutal people!

· God’s prophets had never been to Nineveh. 

· Nineveh, a GENTILE city was known for its great wickedness… it was either judgment or mercy???

· 1:2 ~ "… Cry out OR Preach against it" (NIV), Jonah was not told to identify their sins as much as announce that judgment was coming. 

· INTERESTING INSIGHT: God apparently intended that Jonah's condition as an outsider would have made the Ninevites regard him as a divine messenger. The Lord did not send him to be merely a foreign critic of that culture. Jonah’s uniqueness would be an asset in Nineveh!!! His uniqueness was his cover… his protection! [Examples: Noah, Jeremiah, Elijah, Elisha, JTB, and of course JESUS!] 

· 1:2 ~ THIRDLY, The Corruption 

· Jonah 1:2 (KJV) Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before Me.

· Evil does not escape the all-seeing eyes of GOD… He is holy! 

· Our fallen world needs to see faithful, committed believers making much of JESUS! I’m not talking about perfection here. But, I am talking about practicing/living out our faith! Where sin abounded; grace did much more abound!   

· First, we see Jonah’s Prophetic Office – 1:1

· Secondly, we see Jonah’s Profound Opportunity – 1:2


III. Thirdly, we see Jonah’s Personal Opposition – 1:3 

· Jonah 1:3 (KJV) But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.

· 1:3 ~ “BUT” ~ I’ll call it a signal word! “BUT” signals us that something unusual and out of sorts is about to happen! God allows Jonah to run! This could be a really short book if God wasn’t a gracious God!!! Do you see what I see? Can you feel a major shift in the text??? God’s man, His prophet, His man for the mission, is not onboard with the plan!

· LESSON/CAUTION: We ALL have a little bit of Jonah in us! I know this sounds bad; and it is bad! But let’s reflect a moment on how many times we’ve done the same thing! We heard God! We understood what He said, and yet, we disobeyed the Lord!

· Let’s enlarge upon Jonah’s disobedience and measure its impact! 

· 1:3 ~ When you flee “from the presence of the Lord,” there is only one way to go and that’s “DOWN”!

· He went in the OPPOSITE direction… Nineveh was east… Jonah went west to Tarshish!!! [To the other side of the known world!]

· PPT MAP of Jonah’s getaway plan!

· In Jonah’s mind he was going as far away as he could “from the presence of the Lord.”

· INSIGHT into this phrase… Genesis 3:8 And they (Adam/Eve) heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.

· Genesis 4:16 And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden.

· 1:3 ~ “Down” to Joppa.“From the presence of the Lord” defines the seriousness of Jonah’s disobedience! 


· 1:4 ~ “Down” into the ship.

· 1:15 ~ “Down” into the sea.

· 1:17 ~ “Down” in the belly of the great fish.

· POINT: Jonah could run from God, but he couldn’t hide!

· 1:4 ~ Jonah 1:4 (KJV) But the LORD… 
· Notice it says “But the Lord…” God was extending His saving mercies to Nineveh… He would do it through Jonah! He’s doing that here today through His Son Jesus Christ! Be saved today! 

· Ephesians 2:4-5 (KJV) But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us, 5  Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved…

· First, we see Jonah’s Prophetic Office – 1:1

· Secondly, we see Jonah’s Profound Opportunity – 1:2

· Thirdly, we see Jonah’s Personal Opposition – 1:3 


















