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THE GOODNESS OF GOD                                                       Text: Various Scriptures Date: 8/5/18 Sunday AM
A good simple definition of God is “the Supreme Being; the Creator and Ruler of all that is; the Self-existent One who is perfect in power, goodness, and wisdom.”
The Bible tells us that God is good. The Bible also tells us that everything that God does is good! Simply put, God is good and everything that He does is good! God’s goodness is derived from Himself. God’s nature and character reveal to us His goodness in all His ways and works! God’s nature and character also reveal to us His goodness in His purpose and in His will! Everything God does in relation to His children is good. Everything that God does in relation to those that reject Him is good even though their condemnation is sure. God can do no evil! God’s person and work fall into only one category… His goodness!
Everything about God is good. Sometimes man connects God’s goodness to his idea of fairness with negative results. Man’s opinion of God is then connected to how things are working out in their lives. Therefore, if things are not going well, God is not as good as He would be if things were going well! Man’s fluctuating/flighty opinion of God has no bearing on His true character and nature. 
TEST: When I say, “God is good,” what comes to mind? Good things or bad things? Probably, good things! In reality, God is good in every situation that takes place in life! 
TRUTH: God is good, all the time and in every situation!   
CONSIDER THIS… When was the last time you paused to ponder the goodness of God? Take some time today, find a quiet place, turn off your cell phone, and choose to purposefully set your mind on the things above, rather than the things of this earth, which are passing away with their lusts!
Colossians 3:1-4 (ESV) If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

I. First, What is the goodness of God? 
· Psalm 34:8 O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in Him.

· The goodness of God is an attribute/a quality of God, a description of His very essence. God, by nature, is inherently good, as Psalm 34:8 tells us: "Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in Him.” 

· Andrew Wilson discusses the goodness of God from Psalm 34:8, “The psalmist is identifying a property of God, so we know that (among other things) He is good, which means He does good things and doesn’t do bad things or mediocre things or things which don’t quite work out.”

· God is the foundation of goodness and of everything good—He did not obtain it from another source. People can have good traits or do good deeds, but goodness is not in our character. Our goodness comes from God.

· TRUTH: God’s goodness is in no way deficient; but it is in every way absolutely infinite!

· Joseph Hart in the eighteenth century expressed it perfectly in his hymn:

· How good is the God we adore,
Our faithful, unchangeable friend,
His love is as great as His power,
And knows neither measure nor end.

· The thought of God as good and the prominence given to "good" and "goodness" are distinctive features of the Bible. 

· Consider this example in Galatians 5:22, "goodness" is one of the fruits of the indwelling Spirit of God that are highlighted in this verse. 

· In Mark 10:18 Jesus said, And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou Me good? There is none good but One, that is, God.

· First, What is the goodness of God?

II. Secondly, How does the Bible describe the goodness of God?
· First, In Goodness and God’s Character

· GOD is our perfect model of goodness! 

· The Apostle James gives us this word in 1:16-17 Do not err, my beloved brethren. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with Whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

· Andrew Wilson describes God’s goodness in these terms, “You can’t have God without goodness, and you can’t have goodness without God.”

· EVERYTHING that the Lord does in relation to His purposes is always good!

· His will is good and the ways that He fulfills His will are good!

· John MacArthur writes, “God is by nature merciful, tender-hearted, and compassionate. God withholds judgment. God grants benevolent favors because it is His nature. It is a reason to praise Him. It is a reason to honor Him. It is a reason to worship Him.”



· Secondly, In Goodness and God’s Creation 

· In the first chapter of His Word God choose to reveal His very essence as GOOD! We see it in Genesis 1:31 And God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.

· Psalm 36:6 says, Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; Thy judgments are a great deep: O LORD, Thou preservest man and beast.

· Psalm 145:9 The LORD is good to all: and His tender mercies are over all His works. 

· Jesus told His listeners in Matthew 5:45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for HE maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.

· The Scriptures tell us that God saw His creation as “very good” before sin entered into the world.

· It is worthy of note that in the opening verses of the Bible God’s character is on display in His creation.

· Ultimately, creation will be redeemed from the curse and fall into sin! When the new heaven and the new earth appear, God’s goodness will be forever validated!

· Thirdly, In Goodness and God’s Consoling 

· The Scriptures make it clear that God cares for His own… He is good in relation to His creatures! 

· God’s goodness is closely connected to His faithfulness!

· God daily makes His goodness known to His children.

· As God’s children we should never doubt that God is good and that He always has His children in mind.

· Psalm 27:13-14 I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 14 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.

· Psalm 27:13-14 says, (NLT2) Yet I am confident I will see the LORD’s goodness while I am here in the land of the living. 14 Wait patiently for the LORD. Be brave and courageous. Yes, wait patiently for the LORD. 

· Paul validates God’s goodness in Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.

· Fourthly, In Goodness and God’s Compassion

· Our eyes are opened to this in Luke 2:14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

· 2 Corinthians 8:9 makes this real, For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might be rich.

· POINT: God’s goodness extends beyond our fallen condition! Our sins are so offensive to God that we could ALL end up in hell and God’s goodness would not be diminished in the least!

· Notice what Paul says in Romans 5:8-10, But God demonstrated His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

· Psalm 86:15 gives us this insight into God’s nature, But Thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.

· God’s goodness puts His grace and mercy on display. 

· First, What is the goodness of God?

· Secondly, How does the Bible describe the goodness of God?

III. Thirdly, How does the goodness of God apply to my life? 
· FIRST, ADVERSITY 

· We normally think of God’s goodness when good things are happening in our lives. We see God’s goodness in our ADVERSITY, SECURITY and PROSPERITY! 


· We should note Job’s testimony in Job 23:10 (ESV) But He knows the way that I take; when He has tried me, I shall come out as gold. 

· David adds this in Psalm 100:5 For the LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting; and His truth endureth to all generations.

· Psalm 100:5 For the LORD is good. His unfailing love continues forever, and His faithfulness continues to each generation.

· The goodness of God is for more than motivation. The goodness of God adds depth and meaning to our lives!
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· God’s goodness lifts us up when we are down and disheartened!

· God’s goodness is light in the darkest moments of life! 

· LIFE LESSON: God uses His goodness to show us the value of life’s hard times. 

· TESTIMONY OF ANDREW WILSON ~ The goodness of God is one of those things we affirm happily when things are going well, and find rather tricky when they aren’t. Both of my children are quite severely autistic. Until they were two, we had no real idea anything was wrong, but somewhere around two and a half, they began losing skills rapidly: words, songs, physical skills, eye contact, social awareness and so on. 

· Not many children have autism, and of those that do, not many have this particular type (“regressive autism”). We’ve had the devastating experience of seeing it in both our son (age 5) and our daughter (age 3), with all the traumatic upheaval — medical, educational, marital, financial, social, and above all emotional — that comes with it.

· It’s easy to affirm the goodness of God in the abstract. It’s easy to affirm it when things are going well. But when your children are going backwards on a daily basis, it becomes much harder. When the worship leader goes for a bit of call-and-response — “God is good, all the time, and all the time …” — it can by a real physical challenge to squeeze out the words you know come next: “… God is good!” Singing becomes a fight between the truths you know and the emotions you feel. Pastoral ministry involves you exhorting others to hold onto things you’re struggling to hold onto yourself. 

· Psalm 34:19-22 Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all. 20 He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken. 21 Evil shall slay the wicked: and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate. 22 The LORD redeemeth the soul of His servants: and none of them that trust in Him shall be desolate.

· SECONDLY, SECURITY 

· Psalm 34:8 O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in Him.

· Nahum 1:7 The LORD is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and He knoweth them that trust in Him.

· This assures us that the Lord has His glory and our good in mind through everything that comes our way!

· God’s goodness affirms His sovereignty!

· I like the way A.W. Tozer approaches this truth, “Our heavenly Father. . . does not keep office hours, nor set aside a time when He will see no one. God never changes His moods, or cools off in His affections, or loses enthusiasm.”

· Our security as believers is not based on “wishful thinking.” Believe me, I like positive people! But this is different! Much different! 

· It’s bigger than, “Don’t worry, be happy!” Romans 8:32 gives us the answer we need, He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?

· TRUTH: Our security, at every level, as God’s children is based upon God’s sovereign goodness reserved for His own!!!  

· Psalm 52:1… The goodness of God endureth continually. We see God’s goodness in our ADVERSITY, SECURITY and PROSPERITY! 



· THIRDLY, PROSPERITY 

· The Rich Farmer in Luke 12:16-21 (KJV) And He spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

· God’s goodness produces humility and generosity in our hearts!

· God’s goodness does not produce selfish possessiveness!

· Seeing God’s goodness aright means that we recognize that He owns everything, including me and you!

· Prosperity taken out of context produces great tragedy!

· Self-sufficiency is reserved for unbelievers! God’s sufficiency should flow through every vein in our bodies!

· Adversity, Security and Prosperity ALL come from the hands of our good God… our Heavenly Father!

· First, What is the goodness of God?

· Secondly, How does the Bible describe the goodness of God?

· Thirdly, How does the goodness of God apply to my life? 



